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HIGHER EDUCATION REFORM
IN THAILAND

By Sukanya Nitungkorn

The need for current education re-
form in Thailand starts with the prob-
lem of low educational attainment of
the Thai people due to the low tran-
sition rate of primary school gradu-
ates to lower secondary education.
It was realized that to be able to com-
pete in the world market, Thailand
could no longer rely on cheap labor
as an incentive to production and inducement of foreign
investment. An attempt has been made to reform the
Thai education system and to continuously expand the
basic compulsory education from current 6 years to 9 years
in 1999 and to 12 years in 2002. The commitment to ex-
tend basic education to 12 years was put in the 1997 Con-
stitution. The 1999 National Education Act was enacted
stipulating conditions which provide a framework for edu-
cation reform of the whole system. An increase in basic
education will lead to a need to expand the supply of higher
education in the future. Given this condition and many
other factors such as globalization, technological advance-
ment, tightening of government budget, etc., pressure will
be put on the higher education sector to reform in order to
be able to cope with the changing environment. Higher
education will no longer limit itself to the selected elite
group, but has to become available for the masses. With
the advance in communication technology and increasing
longevity, the new generation of students who look for
higher education will vary in age, needs, and places of
study. To meet this new challenge, the higher education
institutions must be flexible in their management of re-
sources, personnel and curricula design. This calls for free-
dom to look over their own activities. All state universi-
ties in Thailand are scheduled to be autonomous by the
year 2002. This will in effect change the status of people
working in state higher education institutions from civil
servants to university employees. It is also expected that
some criteria based on quality and equity will be used in
allocating government budget to these institutions. They
will also be required to be accountable for their perfor-
mance both in financial and academic aspects. The Minis-
try of University Affairs has laid out nine aspects of qual-
ity assurance process for higher education institutions to
follow for internal and external evaluation of their perfor-
mance. Internal evaluation is expected to be carried out
by institutions themselves annually, and external evalua-
tion will be done by outsiders once every five years. The

imposition of the evaluation process is hoped to improve
the quality of education provided by the higher education
institutions. It must also be realized that the need to fulfill
these requirements takes time and resources away from
delivering high-quality education as well. In order to be
realistic with the limitation of resources, concentration of
effort should first be directed to the top priority activity of
teaching, and then extended to research and other activi-
ties when the previous ones are well organized. This will
lessen the burden of the administration and the faculty
members and will bring more cooperation and acceptance
from them.

(Visiting Research Fellow)

JOSE RIZAL AND JAPAN

By Resil B. Mojares

Travelers invent the countries they
visit. Roland Barthes is the most ob-
vious example who, in his Empire of
Signs (1970), turns sukiyaki, bunraku
dolls, haiku, and pachinko into
counters in an indulgent play of signs.

Jose Rizal was in Japan almost a
century before Barthes and was im-
pelled by a different origin and sense
of destination. He was passing through in 1888 after he
was virtually forced to leave the Philippines because of
the controversy over the publication of his anti-colonial
novel Noli me Tangere (1887).

Though he was in the country for only 46 days, Rizal
was an earnest traveler with a large appetite for learning
all he could of the places he visited. He tried to learn
Japanese, tirelessly explored Yokohama and Tokyo, talked
to people as much as he was able to, and read books. (We
have clues as to some of the books he bought in Tokyo: a
collection of Japanese fairy tales, William Imbrie's English-
Japanese Etymology (1884), a Latin edition of Pharmaco-
poeia Japonica (1886), and 15 volumes of Hokusai paintings.
Eventually, his personal library would include such works
as the Swedish botanist C. P. Thunberg's account of his
visit to Japan in 1775, R. P. Charlevoix's history of Chris-
tianity in Japan, and a study of the Japanese language by
Basil Chamberlain.) Rizal's "Japanese education" contin-
ued even after he left. On the boat leaving Yokohama, he
met a Japanese named Suehiro Teccho who became his
companion in the journey across the Pacific, the continen-
tal United States, and then on to Europe. A journalist who
was jailed twice in the 1870s fighting government censor-
ship, Teccho was so impressed by Rizal that he later wrote
novels modeled after Rizal's own work. (One of the founders
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of Japan's first political party, the Jiyuto, Teccho was elected
to the Diet in 1890 but died in the same year Rizal was
executed by the Spanish authorities, 1896.)

His stay in Japan, Rizal would write, was "a beautiful,
golden month." And it was not just because of a "romantic
affair" with a young Japanese woman (a vignette students
of the hero would later embellish), he was genuinely inter-
ested in a country he foresaw would have much to do with
the Philippines in the future.

Rizal was conscious of the oneness of Filipinos and Japa-
nese as "Orientals" and that it was in this Asian-ness that
Filipinos must anchor their claim of separateness and au-
tonomy in the face of European colonialism. Thus, when
Rizal set himself to the task of writing an autonomous
history for Filipinos, he did not only survey all the source
materials he could find on the Philippines, he devoted him-
self to "the study of everything related to the Far East."

It was not just touristic curiosity that incited Rizal to
study Japan. He considered such learning an integral part
of his work as a nationalist historian. This is shown in an
article he published in Trubner's Record (London) in July
1889, in which he compared the Tagalog and Japanese
versions of the fable of the tortoise and the monkey. Specu-
lating on the origins of the tale, Rizal surmised that the
Tagalog version is older (it has, he said, "more philosophy,
more plainness of form" while the Japanese version has
"more civilization and, so to speak, diplomatic usage") and
went on to raise the possibility of the Malay origin of the
Japanese people. Admitting this was speculative, he was
nevertheless convinced that the anciency of the tale showed
that, before Spanish colonialism, there was "an extinct civi-
lization, common to all the races which lived in that region
[i.e, Asia]"

The soundness of Rizal's hypotheses is less important
than what he was about. By grounding the Philippines in
"Asia," he was claiming for Filipinos a history outside West-
ern colonialism. It was in this context that he "invented"
his own Japan.

(Visiting Research Fellow)

THE DECORATED PERAHU
OF THE MALAY WORLD

By Nik Hassan Shuhaimi Nik Abdul Rahman

One of the most fascinating aspects
of the material culture of the mari-
time communities of the Malay World
is their decorated perahu. In the
Malay World, perahu refers to all
types of watercraft irrespective of
size or shape. However, in order to
differentiate perahu type, another
particular name will appear after the
word perahu and thus we have perahu kolek, perahu nade)

perahu dagang and so on. Many of the perahu are gaily
painted or even beautifully decorated. To study and to
know the history of these enchanting and important arti-
facts, a researcher has to search. One way of searching is
to look for contemporary living examples, which fortunately,
are still in abundance and in marvellous array in certain
parts of the Malay World such as Indonesia and southern
Thailand. From them, one can see details of rigs, masts,
plank patterns and rudder supports, which have not
changed much for a thousand years, and the decorative
elements which show the impact of the various cultural
influences such as Hindu and Buddhist and local beliefs.
The search for the decorated perahu is not to watch for
them at sea because it is not the best place. One can
seldom spot them sailing in the sea. Therefore, the best
place would be to see them in the many trading harbours
or fishing villages that dot the coastlines of the Malay Pen-
insula and islands of the Malay World and in various mu-
seums. My endeavour to search and study these fascinat-
ing decorated perahu has brought me to remote and strange
villages, in some of which time appears to have stood still.
Armed with a tape measure, two cameras and four ex-
tra first-class lenses, four sets of camera-batteries and doz-
ens of films and slide-films and a note book, | visited vari-
ous fishing villages and museums on the Thai and Malay-
sian Peninsula, the islands in the Riau and Lingga archi-
pelago, Sarawak, Sabah, Kalimantan Barat and Sulawesi in
search for the decorated traditional perahu during the last
six months before coming to Kyoto. | was fortunate to
have visited Surabaya, Bali and Lombok a few times in the
mid-1990s and to find some of their contemporary examples.
The net result of my survey is the depressing knowl-
edge that the decorated traditional perahu are progres-
sively going out of fashion in the fishing and other mari-
time communities in the Malay World. Among the mari-
time communities, the decorated perahu can be classified
into four different types: the Raja’s perahu, the racing
perahu, the fishing perahu, and the model perahu for cur-
ing ceremonies. Functionally, the decorated perahu are
not confined to fishing activities but are also used for ac-
tivities such as ceremonial and sports. It is apparent that
the rate at which the tradition of decorating boats with
various types of motifs and designs is dying depends on
many socio-economic and cultural factors. One obvious
factor is the tempo of the socio-economic change. In the
area where fishermen converted their fishing perahu from
sail to engine-powered, the tradition of decorating their
perahu will slowly die. Another factor is the religious be-
lief. In areas where Islam is practiced in pure form, the
tradition of decorating the fishing perahu with un-Islamic
motifs and designs will normally also be regarded as un-
Islamic. This developmental change can be seen by com-
paring the contemporary fishing perahu in Kelantan and
Terengganu with those found in Peninsular Thailand, and
by considering the number of decorated perahu found in
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the Indonesian traditional harbours and fishing villages one
can see the dying tradition of decorating perahu progres-
sively dying out.

The main reason that the Muslim fishermen in the Malay
Peninsula reject the decorative elements is the fact that
the motifs and designs used for the decorations are based
on the following themes: a) birds, b) animals, c) Wayang
Kulit characters, d) human beings, and e) plants. All these
themes, with the exception of the plants, according to Is-
lamic teachings, are not supposed or allowed to be repre-
sented in any art form other than in stylized form.

Therefore, it is important that the dying tradition of
the decorated perahu culture be recorded and studied in
order to convey to our future generations the richness of
the traditional culture of the maritime communities of the
Malay World. The decorated perahu are not just beautiful
products of very high artistic traditions, they are also a
source of much information about religious belief and other
aspects of the culture of the maritime societies in the Malay
World, which can be gleaned and extracted from the deco-
rative motifs and designs found on them.

(Visiting Research Fellow)

FINDING TRANQUILITY
AT TAKARAGAIKE PARK

By Che Puteh Ismail

In the middle of last year, | was one
excited lady. Eagerly anticipating the
pleasure of moving into a new house
which overlooks a golf course, | could
imagine the peaceful nature of the
surroundings and the quiet ambience
of the neighborhood. To be close to
nature has always been an aspira-
tion since the beginning of my ca-
reer in busy Kuala Lumpur, as | was brought up in a
kampung (village). Naturally at ease in peaceful surround-
ings, | was quite at odds with the situation in Kuala Lumpur,
where everybody lives in huge housing estates or tower-
ing condominiums. So when we finally moved to the new
house, | was very happy to say the least. | would go out
for morning walks and evening strolls in the quite and
peaceful surrounding neighborhood that comprises two golf
courses. The window to my living room opens out over-
looking a fairway and the putting green of the golf course.
I was never more at ease with the situation.

Then earlier this year, in late March to be precise, |
was feeling a little sad to leave my country but looking
forward nonetheless to going to Kyoto and being attached
to the Center for Southeast Asian Studies. | was given
this period to process and catalog books on Indonesian
and Malay language and will be forever grateful for the
opportunity. Nevertheless, my image of Japan as an in-

dustrial powerhouse and a developed country with fre-
netic workers hurrying back and forth did not give me
much hope for a relaxed atmosphere of peaceful thoughts
and deep thinking. Was | ever more wrong. Initially, this
preconceived image of industry and busyness was proven
upon landing at Kansai International Airport. During the
ride by airport limousine to Kyoto, | was greeted by rows
upon rows of factories and warehouses with houses build
close to one another. The first two weeks of staying at the
temporary housing in a condominium only confirmed my
image further. Yes, Japan in general and Kyoto in particu-
lar is a busy community where all that is important is
work, work, and more work. | was beginning to believe
that little story where the relaxation of the workers con-
sists of eating yakitori, drinking sake and singing in karaoke
joints late into the night.

Two weeks later, | moved to the International House at
Shugakuin. Another apartment, | thought to myself, where
the only difference is that the surroundings are a little
quieter. Then one weekend, as | was strolling about get-
ting to know my new surroundings, | followed an aged
couple walking energetically on their morning walk. Cross-
ing the bridge leaving Shugakuin railway station they led
me to a beautiful lake which was full of Japanese carps,
turtles and wild ducks. The majestic gliding of the fishes
and ducks, the eerie quietness of the park and the wooden
resting huts blending artistically with the scenery took
me by surprise. | was astonished at this sight. The lake
was so tranquil in the morning light and the peaceful na-
ture of the surroundings was so absorbing. | stood and
stared. Is this Japan? The jungle was so pristine and the
water was so clear. | was already impressed with the
clear water of the Kamo river but to have this huge lake
with so much life in it was astonishing. Upon arriving
back at the International House, | looked up the map of
Kyoto and found out that | had stumbled upon Takaragaike
Park. | have subsequently visited the various parks in
and around Kyoto but | have yet to find a place as serene
and tranquil as this park. And so it was that during the
next few months, | made it a habit to take my morning
walk around this scenic lake while viewing and gratefully
enjoying the surrounding ambience which was so peace-
ful. And when it is time for me to take my leave, aside
from missing my newfound friends at the Center for South-
east Asian Studies in particular and Kyoto University in
general, | will forever have fond memories of Takaragaike
Park. My hope is that the tranquility of this park will
forever be shared by the future generations.

(Visiting Research Fellow)
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O "The Cultural Turn in Philippine Historiography" by
Caroline S. Hau, May 25, 2000.

When did the idea of "culture" acquire methodological
and substantive importance in the study of Philippine
history? This talk charts the itinerary taken by post-war
Philippine historiography and the role played by "culture"
in framing and shifting the debates within the field. Cul-
ture was seen as a both a problem and a solution by Fili-
pino historians. On the one hand, historians had to con-
front the colonial legacy of an academic scholarship which
characterized lowland Philippines as bereft of authentic
"culture." On the other hand, this inauthentic culture was
capable of effecting a reconciliation of contending social
classes within Philippine society, of healing the rift created
by the conceptual cleaving of Philippine society into elite
and masses. One important theoretical implication of this
cultural turn in Philippine studies, and one that resonates
with Southeast Asian studies as well, is the recognition
that the "inside" is shaped by its encounter with the "out-
side." This talk stresses the idea of transformation in ev-
eryday life, the novel, complex ways in which Filipinos
reinvented themselves and their relations with the "out-
side."

0 "Ryukyuan Contacts with Southeast Asian Countries in
15-17 Centuries through Rekidai Hoan" by Takeshi

r0120000000000000D0C0O0DOD
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O "The Origins of the Present Crisis in the Southern Philip-
pines" by Patricio N. Abinales, September 28, 2000.

This talk argues against two popular myths that are
being peddled by the different actors involved in the "war"
in southern Mindanao: first that the conflict is primarily an
ethno-religious one, and second that the Philippine mili-
tary has mishandled the campaign against the Moro Is-
lamic Liberation Front (MILF) and the kidnapping group,
the Abu Sayyaf. However, the talk only focuses on the
first myth.

| then proceed to elaborate on an opposite explanation
to the ethno-religious myth. | suggest that persistent divi-

Hamashita, June 22, 2000.

The Rekidai Hoan (Lidai Baoan, Pre-
cious Documents of Successive Genera-

Colloguium

sions within the Muslim communities
in southern Mindanao have negated
Muslim primordial sense of identity.
Moreover, in most of southern

tions [of Ryukyu Kingdom]) is a compi-
lation of a large number of documents, written entirely in
Chinese, relating to Ryukyuan contacts with China, Korea,
and eight Southeast Asian countries (or more exactly, port
towns), covering the period from 1424 to 1867. They are
Siam, Malacca, Palembang, Java, Sumatra, Sunda-Karapa,
Patani, and Annam. Until the late Ming period, the Ryukyu
Kingdom sent missions to Southeast Asia to buy pepper
and sapanwood to send as tributary commodities to China.

The period from the late 14th century to the early 16th
century was one of the most prosperous ages in the his-
tory of the little kingdom of Ryukyu situated on the west-
ern rim of the Pacific Ocean. This prosperity was due in
large measure to the wide-flung trading activities of its
people, who traversed the East and Southeast Asian wa-
ters as self-made agents of entrepot trade for countries
bordering those waters. Not only were the Ryukyuans in
contact with China and Japan, they also established and
maintained relations with Korea and Southeast Asian coun-
tries.

This paper examines the role of Ryukyu merchants in
the trade of pepper and sapanwood between Southeast
Asia and China as intermediaries in the tributary trade
system of the Ming period in comparison with the pepper
trade by Chinese and European merchants in Southeast
Asia.

Mindanao's history, ethno-religious iden-
tity was employed to hasten Muslim integration to the
Philippine body politic rather than separation. Facilitating
this mutual accommodation between Muslims and the Fili-
pino nation-state were the Muslims' own "strongmen" &-
politicians who employed linguistic, regional, and ethno-
religious labels to mobilize the electorate. They were, in a
way, no different from other Filipino politicians.

It was only in the late 1960s when a more intrusive
national state eroded the powers of these local strongmen,
when the land frontier's closing began to generate social
tensions, and when a generation of young Islamic radicals
appeared that ethno-religious politics began to take a more
separatist and radical hue. When martial law was declared
and Marcos tried to disarm the Muslims, the separatist
war of the Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF) broke
out.

The impasse of the MNLF rebellion led to its decline
and the ascendance to power of new groups, the most
successful of which is the MILF. Military efforts to divide
the Muslims also brought about the organization of pseudo-
separatist groups like the Abu Sayyaf. With the formal
end of the MNLF war, the MILF took over the separatist
struggle while the Abu Sayyaf, like many armed groups
sponsored by the government, turned into a kidnapping
enterprise.

The talk ends with the prognosis that the current
war will only accentuate an already splintered Muslim
umma.
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