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Intllzsinrl) Saminar
on October 19, 2001

In this
Foundation

inaugural year of The Nippon
Fellowships for Asian Public
Intellectuals, four Southeast Asian Fellows pursuing
research in Japan were invited to participate in a
seminar at CSEAS on October 19, 2001, which was
opened by CSEAS director Narifumi Maeda
Tachimoto.

Phar Kim Beng of Malaysia, a senior foreign cor-
respondent with Singapore Press Holdings, spoke
about the Japanese institutions participating in
"Asian Track 2 Diplomacy," their relationship with
the government, and their potential for the future.
While acknowledging that these semi-governmental
think tanks have less influence, resources, and inde-
pendence than private industry think tanks, Phar
pointed out their growing importance in informal
government-to-government dialogue in the Asia-
Pacific region and the need for more research on
their role and potential.

Cecilia Dela Paz, assistant professor of Art
Studies at the University of the Philippines, Diliman,
is pursuing comparative research on ethnographic
museums and folk villages in Japan and the
Philippines. Her presentation examined the evolu-
tion of "mingei," or people's art, based on the aes-
thetics of use and mediated by museum practice,
tourism, and state policy in the context of moder-
nity and globalization. Dela Paz discussed the di-
chotomy between art and craft, the marginalization
of peripheral areas in the master narrative of
Japanese representation, and an alternative valuation
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of "mingei" that seeks to empower peripheral voices
in the constitution of Japanese realities and identi-
ties.

Colin Nicholas, coordinator of the Center for
Orang Asli Concerns, Malaysia, spoke about the
problem of intellectual and political leadership in the
indigenous communities of Malaysia. With state-
driven moves to assimilate them culturally and eco-
logically threatening the fabric of their society, these
communities have embraced "indigenousness" as a
convenient and powerful unifying tool with which
to pursue political representation. However, genuine
indigenous intellectuals are often silenced or despon-
dent, sidelined by those who have moved away from
their culture of origin and are motivated mainly by
economic self-interest. Nicholas was based at
CSEAS for the month of October, before continuing
his research on indigenous communities in Thailand.

Nick Deocampo, of the Mowelfund Film
Institute, is a leading Filipino independent filmmaker
concerned with narratives of Asian identity.
Deocampo discussed his findings to date researching
cinema in Indonesia and Malaysia, focusing on
changing paradigms in the production, transmission,
and reception of films. In the wake of financial col-
lapse and in the midst of political and technological
change, Deocampo suggested, these cinemas may be
at a turning point between the strengthening of cor-
porate production and the flowering of independent
film. (Reported by Donna J. Amoroso, Coordinator of
this seminar)
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©"Bornean Borderlands in Perspective" by /shikawa
Noboru, April 26, 2001.

By examining the one-hundred-year history of a
Sarawak Malay society adjacent to the Sarawak
(Malaysia)-Kalimantan (Indonesia) border in west-
ern Borneo, I discuss the marginality of frontier Malay
peasants, their displacement and their exclusion
from the nation and the state system. By focusing
on the impact of political power play for over a
century at the borderlands, I attend to the process of
economic and cultural dislocation of the peasantry.
I give particular attention to change and persistence
in elements of socio-cultural expression of the hinter-
land Malays in the context of the invention of
"Sarawak Malay" as an ethnic category, the impact
of modern market forces, and the consolidation of
state power.

The basic premise of my analysis is that the
emergence of a political and economic center-
periphery relationship under a state system with
fixed territoriality is a prime factor in creating a cul-
turally invalidated and disempowered peasant class.
While the discussion is grounded in a particular
example from the frontier region in western Borneo,

As to the probable future of Myanmar forestry,
the following important policies should be consid-
ered and implemented:

(1) The present silvicultural management should be
modified in accordance with new scientific and re-
search findings pertaining to Myanmar's forest
situation, especially teak;

(2) Privatization or at least semi-privatization of
teak should be seriously considered for future de-
velopment;

(3) Effective protection for forests and forest prod-
ucts in transit and protection against forest fires
and shifting cultivation are urgently needed. The
future depends upon the rigid implementation of
forest laws and rules and the participation of the
rural population in forest management.

©'"Theravada Buddhists in Mainland Southeast Asia:
The Regional Variety of Practices in Comparative
Perspective" by Hayashi Yukio, June 28, 2001.

Theravada Buddhism, which originated from the
Sinhalese Mahavihara sect in the area, played an im-
portant role in the definition of classical Southeast
Asian states. Having developed within the historical

the issue is general, and my argu-
ment is intended to raise ques-
tions for the comparative analysis
of peripheral capitalism, state for-

Colloguium

intercourse between different lan-
guage groups, Theravada prac-
tices vary from one region to
another. This is also true of the

mation, and class and ethnic con-
figurations under colonial and post-colonial polities.

©"Myanmar Forestry: Past, Present, and Probable
Future" by Saw Kelvin Keh, May 24, 2001.

Scientific forestry started with Brandis in 1856
and resulted in the Myanmar Selection System. The
British had ruined the Tennansarim forest during
the first Annexation (1826-52) by giving free rein
to timber contractors. There were also mistakes
made in teak thinning and in turning the teak plan-
tations into natural forest after the last heavy thin-
ning had been implemented.

After Myanmar's Independence in 1948, Euro-
pean contractors continued to work in the country
until 1952, when their work was taken over by the
State Timber Board (STB), which was subsequently
transformed into the State Timber Corporation
(STC) in 1972 and the Myanmar Timber Enterprise
(MTE) in 1989. There was a severe conflict between
the Extraction Agency and the Forest Department,
and an attempt to merge the two into one depart-
ment by the Director General, Prof. U Kyi, failed.

textual tradition. Since the Pali
language does not have its own script, it has been
written in the script of each ethnic group.
Numerous "sects" among Theravadins are based not
on differences in doctrine, but on practices involving
ways of pronouncing Pali stanzas as well as ritual
behavior, which have been configured in the histori-
cal process of localization.

The regional variety of practices, including the
pattern of ordination, were shown and interpreted
based on field surveys in the Lao P. D. R.,, Cambodia
and Xishuangbanna, southwestern China, where
Buddhism has temporarily been persecuted due to
war and socialist regimes. Such lay practices em-
bedded in regional experiences more often than not
look quite deviant from the perspective of institu-
tionalized Buddhism today. However, regional prac-
tice has its own relevance as a Buddhist activity
even if it might be considered "invalid" by some
"official" interpretation of Buddhism. To consider
Theravada Buddhist cultures in comparative perspec-
tive directly means to understand the dynamics of
knowledge and practice among Theravadins who
constitute the regions as result of their interactions.



©'"Trade Unions in Democratizing Indonesia: Enter-
prise Unions and Community-based Unions — Uprising
or Formal Institutionalization?" by Mizuno Kosuke,
July 11, 2001.

One of the most striking changes in Indonesian
society since the passing of the New Order has been
the recognition of labor's right to organize, occa-
sioned by the ratification of ILO Convention No. 87
after President Soeharto's resignation in May 1998,
and the subsequent birth of so many labor organiza-
tions.

Current field research on these labor organiza-
tions has yielded the following tentative findings:
(1) Many newly born trade unions take the form of

general unions, and the mixed form of general
unions and industrial unions. They are quite dif-
ferent from the enterprise unions of the Soeharto
era.

(2) General unions tend to develop from the bottom
up and to be based in the laborers' residential
communities.

(8) Trade unions have focused on implementing
formal individual labor contracts and on improve-
ments in wages and welfare, rather than pursuing
worker control over the production process.

(4) Antagonistic relations are largely the heritage of
the Soeharto regime. While development of the
legal system is crucial, the tradition of uprising
and repression isn't easily replaced by formal insti-
tutionalization and labor peace.

©"Individual-Oriented and Community-Oriented Farm-
ing Techniques: A Comparison of Crop Management"
by Tanaka Koji, September 27, 2001.

Why did intensification and diversification of
agricultural production occur more quickly and
widely in Asian rice-growing regions than in other
regions during the last two to three decades of mod-
ernization in developing
systems? I dealt with this question by comparing
differences in the discipline of crop management
between rice cultivators in the East and wheat/
barley cultivators in the West.

Rice growers in East and Southeast Asia have
developed a variety of farming techniques focusing
on individual hills, as opposed to the community
perspective of wheat/barley cultivators. Trans-

countries' agricultural

planting seedlings is universal in rice cultivation
while direct seeding is common for wheat and
barley. The growth of the rice crop is then traced
through careful observation of the hill as a unit of
cultivation and often compared to the growth stages
of human beings. The discipline of such meticulous
care in crop management plays an important role
when new technologies are introduced and dissemi-
nated. Various examples of individual-oriented
farming techniques in rice cultivation show that un-
derstanding rice culture as an individual-oriented
type of agriculture may widen the scope of current
agricultural development in Southeast Asia.
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<Visitors' Views>

THE END OF
"THE END OF HISTORY"

By Filomeno V. Aguilar, Jr.

In his famous essay on "The
End of History," Francis Fuku-
yama claimed that the state
founded upon liberal democratic
principles represents the culmi-
nation of human political evolu-
tion. Witnessing world events
in the late 1980s, Fukuyama in-
terpreted the collapse of commu-
nism as resulting in the incontrovertible triumph of
liberal democracy. Steeped in evolutionary thought,
he argued that acts of violence that would remain in
various parts of the world were symptoms of the
struggle in those countries to achieve the same kind
of polity already regnant in "the West."

The cataclysm of 11 September 2001, which saw
the utter destruction of the World Trade Center in
New York City and the wrecking of the Pentagon in
Washington, D.C., has dealt a crushing blow to
Fukuyama's vision of history. The handiwork of
global terrorists, the devastation in the heartland of
global capitalism and in the military nerve center of
the most powerful country on earth suggests the in-
domitable strength of an alternative vision of human
society, one evidently not founded upon liberal de-
mocracy.

Because the terrorists responsible for Terrible
Tuesday are not state actors nor are they intent on
founding their own state, they may be understood as
the possessors and perpetrators of non-state violence.
Authorities in the United States now appear to have
underestimated the potency of non-state violence.
Fukuyama himself cast aside terrorism from his
framework of history. But 11 September has
reconfigured the historical landscape, and terror has
now been elevated uncritically to the level of an
ism, along with fascism, Nazism, and totalitarianism.

Prior to that fateful day non-state violence on
the magnitude of Terrible Tuesday was so unimag-
inable that, in its immediate aftermath, U.S. leaders
have been keen to identify states aiding and abet-
ting terrorists. Indeed, the heads of states around
the world have expressed near-universal support in
the fight against global terrorism. This campaign, in
principle, can unify states that espouse divergent po-
litical ideals because the challenge posed by terror-
ists—who form a globally sophisticated transnational
underworld — is directed effectively against the
international system of states. Terrorists have dem-

onstrated that the claim by states to the monopoly
of the means of violence and to territorial sover-
eignty can be flouted with not too great difficulty.
As they are all potential targets, states are in
general agreement on the need to combat globalized
terrorism. In the current campaign, however, strate-
gic but comparatively weaker states are finding the
opportunity to advance their own interests in ex-
change for cooperating with the United States.
Other countries, such as the Philippines and Japan,
may find an equitable platform from which they
may contribute to as well as benefit from a con-
certed campaign against terrorism.

In the context of arguments that footloose
capital is eroding state sovereignty, terrorists have
demonstrated that they pose an even more perni-
cious challenge to the sovereignty of states.
Representing the darkest side of globalization, terror-
ists thrive in the crevices of the interstate system
while concomitantly riding upon the machinery of
the world economy to lubricate its own operations.
Indeed, the unwritten history of global terrorism
would probably show that this phenomenon is as
much a product of the interstate system, and of the
rivalries and iniquities within it, as it is of opposing
visions of social life.

Now that the genie-monster is out of the bottle,
national security may become an overriding issue in
international relations and may dictate the parame-
ters of future economic and political globalization.
One could only hope that the multilateral response
to terrorism would include the redressing of the in-
iquities of the interstate system so that the cracks
where terrorists insinuate themselves will no longer
be fertile ground. The dominant states in the world
system will also have to lead the way in the ethical,
restrained, and reasonable use of the means of vio-
lence at their disposal in the campaign against ter-
rorism.

After 11 September, the 2Ist century has
become an epoch fraught with great uncertainty.
The biblical prophecy of turning spears into plow-
shares, appropriated by the United Nations as its
motto, will probably continue to groan for fulfill-
ment as states pursue their own geopolitical inter-
ests. But ordinary individuals must remain
undaunted. Personally, my Christian faith prompts
me to be hopeful amid evil, without harboring unre-
alistic expectations. Whatever our individual creeds,
we all can do our share in seeking peace, even if
this quest remains elusive.

(Visiting Research Fellow)



LESSONS FROM NATURE
By Deanna Donovan

It was the evening of September
10th when I thought, well, it's
about time that I sat down and
wrote my 500 words for the
CSEAS Newsletter. 1 concluded
that tomorrow night would be a
good time for the job. The
topic I had selected was nature—
a naturalist's impressions of
Kyoto. As a person who appreciates very much
both urban and country life, I enjoy immensely the
little bits of country that survive in the city. The
parks and gardens of Kyoto, even the small boxes
that people carefully cultivate at their entryways,
are to me a special treat. In addition to the excite-
ment of discovering new species unique to Japan,
such as the wild red spider lily, there is the pleasure
of encountering many familiar temperate species. It
is like seeing "old friends," many of whom I have
not seen in years, since moving to subtropical
Hawaii. The following morning as I walked to work
along the river, I reveled in the newly sprouted
grass and flush of new leaves on the bushes, ample
proof of their appreciation of the sumptuous rain
lavished on the city by the most recent typhoon.
The weather was perfect—a bright, sunny day with
the coolness of the shadows betraying only the
barest hint of oncoming autumn. An absolutely
perfect day—for a brief moment I thought I should
cut work, but no, I really had too much to do.

When I got to my office, this perfect world was
shattered. It was September 11, and the news of my
home country, the United States, was broken to me
in an email message from my brother, frantically
trying to contact all family members. The news of
the multiple plane crashes was terrible beyond
belief. Suicidal hijackers attempting to make a po-
litical statement had committed to a fiery death
thousands of innocent people. Even after I learned
of the safety of all our family in New York and
Washington, D.C.,, I could not stop thinking about
the disaster and its victims. [ could not write; I
could barely read, that day or the next.

Now, one week later, although still somewhat
stunned, I walk along the river again and take
solace in the observations of the previous week.
Nature's resilience is a marvelous thing and a
message of hope to all. The planners of Kyoto's
river corridor probably did not have this considera-
tion in mind when they designed this park. Most
likely, they focused on much more practical objec-
tives —accommodation of flood waters, the spillover
of shoppers from the Sanjo area, relief of pedestrian
traffic along Kawabata-dori, and so on. However, it

is as a largely unmanicured, natural space, an almost
wild place, that this park may play its most impor-
tant role. For despite recurrent floods and desicca-
tion, the riverside vegetation and its associated
population of wildlife —birds, frogs, turtles, lizards—
revive and recolonize this site. Its resilience in the
face of repeated assaults is an apt lesson for us all.
Constant yet changing, the river corridor is an
anchor for the city and an area of recreation, reflec-
tion, and refuge for citizens and visitors alike.
Despite all the incredibly beautiful temples, shrines,
gardens and other of mankind's creations that one
can enjoy in Kyoto, the river corridor will certainly
be one of my favorite and most enduring memories
of this city. (Visiting Research Fellow)

MY FIRST ZAZEN IN JAPAN
By Darunee Tantiwiramanond

The large kanji word "Zen"
stood out among the cluttering
ads on the information board at
Shugakuin International House.
Guessing from the scattered
kanji on the page, I understood
that ... here is the phone number
to call to participate in a zazen
session at Daitoku-ji Temple....

I first learned about Zen in the 1970s during my
undergraduate years in Thailand. Many translated

haiku and Zen riddles were popular among students.

Zen thoughts also influenced the work of the late
Buddhadasa Bhikku, who was accused of being a
communist by the late Prime Minister M. R. Kurit
Pramoj during the witch hunt period of Vietnam
War. The Monk's preaching and reflective writing
on anti-consumerism and anti-individualism/egoism
was deemed too radical at that time. He advocated
going back to the basic simplicity of the sangha, tire-
lessly reinterpreted the Buddha's messages, and de-
nounced the popular rituals of producing Buddha
images and amulets. The Thai authority failed to
get rid of the Monk, and, increasingly, university
students began to follow his voice. Major universi-
ties like Chulalongkorn, Thammasat, and Chiang Mai
began to organize summer retreats taking students
to practice meditation at Suan Moke, the forest mon-
astery he established in his home village in southern
Thailand. I joined the retreat when the monastery
had only one "Spiritual Theatre" building in the
middle of the wild forest. The "Theatre" was full of
Zen-inspired wall murals.

Unlike the Suan Moke that I knew, Daitoku-ji is
located next to the bustling street of Kitaoji not too
far from Shugakuin. The neighborhood of the
temple has developed into a series of tiny traditional
restaurants serving the vegetarian cuisine shojin




ryori, the delicate tofu-based food varieties innovated
by Zen monks. The temple appears to be slightly
crowded with buildings. Later I realized that it was
more crowded before the anti-Buddhism of the Meiji
Period. Daitoku-ji was founded in 1333 and gained
a status of an imperial temple. After total destruc-
tion during the Onin Wars, the temple was recon-
structed in 1470. The samurai class generously
patronized the temple. Powerful families built sub-
temples inside the vast temple ground for family an-
cestral worship. The number reached the 80s but
reduced in the Meiji Period to the 20s as it is today.
Our group was led to the Hoshun-in Temple, one
of the remaining sub-temples. It was built in 1608
by the wife of Toshi-ie Maeda, a local lord, to
worship the Maeda ancestors. Everything in the
temple appeared ancient and traditional except the
toilets —separate for men and women —equipped with
clean, modern Western-style facilities. The organiz-
ers gave us instruction with pictures on how to sit
in full or half lotus. The sitting was made much
easier here with the help of two cushions—one fat
round bun-like cushion on another flat thin larger
square cushion. The long zazen hall is surrounded
by sliding paper doors, and the floor covered with
tatami mats. 1 happened to sit in front of two open
doors from where I could see the rock garden in the
backyard. The open doors served as a postcard
frame of the scenic garden highlighted by a modest
shrine accompanied by a standing rock lantern.
The priest gave some instruction in Japanese
translated into English by a shy Japanese male
student. The priest then rang his hand bell four
times, pausing long enough between each ring to
count slowly from one to ten. It was the rhythm we
were supposed to keep while sitting in full or half
lotus posture with eyes half closed. Then he
clapped the two small wooden slaps together to indi-

cate "start."

We sat quietly for 20 minutes. I did not count
from one to ten as instructed, but followed my
breath and my mind as I learned from Suan Moke.
The whole atmosphere was calm and peaceful. I felt
the presence of nature. I could hear the faint noise
of water flow in the garden stream, far away bird
calling, and gentle breeze passing through the doors.
But the tranquility could not stop my mind from
thinking about the hellish horror suffered by New
Yorkers after the terrorist attacks a few days ago, of
the Iraqis in the Gulf War ten years ago, of the
Japanese in Hiroshima and Nagasaki after atomic
bombs half a century ago, and.... The loud noise of
wood clapping and hand bell brought back my mind
to the present.

The priest then led us in walking meditation for
one round clockwise on the tatami mats. We took
our seats and began another 40 minute sitting, fol-
lowed by another round of walking. Before ending
at noon, the priest opened the floor for questions. I
was surprised and impressed to see most westerners
could speak in Japanese. Unable to understand the
conversation, my mind wandered off to a Zen fable
in which the Master told his disciple to go listen to
the trees in the garden instead of asking questions.

The story of popular Zen began with two
famous poems. One says, "The mind is like a
mirror, keep polishing till it shines." The other says,
"No mind, no mirror, no polishing." Maybe we still
need to polish our minds, until one day we realize
how precious is our short span of life, and how pre-
cious are others... and as is every being. Then we
will know how to "act" mindfully rather than "react"
with rage in the age of increasing globalization of
violence. Peace will begin only by developing right
perspective and sharing prosperity.

(Visiting Research Fellow)
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Fieldnotes

Caroline S. Hau

Over a two-week period from late September to
early October, I traveled down the eastern length of
Mainland China — from Beijing to Shanghai to
Guangzhou to Xiamen — in search of Returned
Overseas Chinese (guigiao) who had formerly been
based in the Philippines.

The men and women I interviewed ranged in
age from their early sixties to their late eighties.
Most of them grew up in the Philippines, but chose
to go back to China at different but no less crucial
times in both Philippine and Chinese history — the
Sino-Japanese war in the 1930s, World War II and
the Chinese civil war in the 1940s, the Cultural
Revolution in the latter half of the 1960s, and the
waves of persecution and anti-Chinese legislation
under Philippine presidents Manuel Roxas, Ramon
Magsaysay, and Diosdado Macapagal throughout
most of the post-war period.

These guigiao would for most of their lives serve
as "cultural workers," as journalists, reporters, schol-
ars, editors, translators, and writers. Some of them
were ranking officers of the Communist Party of
China and served as government officials on the pro-
vincial level. A number of them, especially those in
Fujian and Guangdong in Southern China, suffered
greatly during the Cultural Revolution; they, along
with other Overseas Chinese, were lumped under one
of the "seven categories of sinister people" alongside
landlords, rich peasants, counter-revolutionaries, bad
elements, rightists, and enemy agents. One, a
leading writer whose spoken drama was praised by
Premier Zhou Enlai, was sent to Gansu and Hunan
provinces for ten years of hard labor and 're-
education." Remarkably, none of them harbored any

real bitterness or regret about the subsequent hard-
ships they suffered in China. And all of them,
without fail, look back to their sojourn in the
Philippines with great fondness, even nostalgia.

The lives and narratives of these Philippine so-
journers are instructive in that they reveal the
extent to which the making and remaking of na-
tional communities depend in part on people's his-
torically situated experiences of the "outside" and
the "inside." The idea that to be Chinese also admits
the possibility of being other-than-Chinese can be a
source of deep uneasiness in a world that operates
on the basis of the assumed boundedness and integ-
rity of "national" (if not "cultural") totalities. Yet
the act of movement across national borders has
always had political and cultural significance.

My research is about overseas Chinese patriot-
ism and its contribution to the making of national
communities in China and in Southeast Asia.
Posing the fraught question of the wandering "self"
within the framework —both experiential and concep-
tual —of the nation, it asks: How does one come to
love one's country when one is somewhere else?
How does one fall in love with a country for love of
another?

My research takes up historian Wang Gungwu's
call to give overseas Chinese response to nationalism
a place in the contemporary history of Southeast
Asia by looking into the forgotten history of the pa-
triotic Chinese and examining the political salience
of a revolutionary huagiao (overseas Chinese) na-
tionalism that has been marginalizd from most histo-
ries of Southeast Asia. It sets out to interrogate not
just the borders of patriotic love, experience, and
memory, but of scholarly inquiry as well, which,
given its restrictive reliance on the given bounded-
ness of the nation-state and the discourse of citizen-
ship as units of analysis, has elided the contribution
of huaqgiao nationalism to the shaping of both
Chinese and Southeast Asian histories.

(Associate Professor of CSEAS)
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