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Kyoto Review of Southeast Asia: Disaster and Rehabilitation

The second issue of CSEAS's online review
focuses on tropical environment management, includ-
ing articles by academics and practitioners with ex-
perience in central governments, international NGOs,
and on the local level. Their contributions point to
the start of a new era in tropical environment man-
agement, in which rehabilitation will be key.

The preceding eras of colonial rule and
development-driven postcolonial government have
brought world-wide environmental disaster. Colonial
governments pioneered the destruction of tropical
rain forests in favor of commercial crops and planta-
tion agriculture on the most favorable land.
Postcolonial governments, needing quick income for
the development of new nations, took advantage of
easy access to their richest resources —the timber of
tropical rain forests.

Destruction intensified in the period from 1980
to 2000. The first big forest fires occurred in
Indonesia in 1983, and many were later set deliber-
ately to clear land for large plantations. These fires

have affected all the surrounding countries and

become a critical regional issue. Peat swamp forests
and mangroves have been similarly mismanaged.
Shrimp farming throughout the coastal areas of
Southeast Asia has left toxic and abandoned ponds
in its wake. Clearly, a new type of environmental
management is called for.

In the last 10 years, worldwide movements have
emerged focusing on the human rights of forest
dwellers. These point the way to a new approach to
environmental management. The concurrence of
these movements with ongoing environmental disas-
ters has given new power to NPO and NGO groups
pushing political and international organizations
toward more sustainable development policies, refor-
estation, and community resource management.

This is an urgent issue, and we should start by
pursuing knowledge about the way of life of local
people who live in daily contact with the environ-
ment. They can give a good example of how to
make the tropical environment harmonious and sus-
tainable.

(Reported by Yamada Isamu)
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©"Ecotourism and Ecoresources” by Yamada Isamu,
May 23, 2002.

Ecotourism has become a major tourism issue in
the tropics. The merit of ecotourism is that it may
help develop larger areas free from destruction of the
natural environment. The most advanced coun-
tries in this regard are in South and Central
America, such as Costa Rica and Ecuador, where
tourist agencies have prepared tour menus ranging
from the seaside to inner tropical mountains. Most
ecotourism exhibits the original landscape of the
area and accomplishes the conservation of the
natural environment and its resources. But
ecotourism faces the serious problem that most of
the remote areas are torn by conflict between the
local people and government policy.

For the moment, guides have the most impor-
tant role in protecting nature, but in the future, the
guide system should be improved to allow the total
involvement of visitors in the environment. Many
case studies from America and Asia were presented
and the interrelationships between ecotourism and
ecoresources management were discussed.

© "The Hidden History of the

©"An Empty Institution: National Forest Reserves in
Thailand" by Fujita Wataru, July 12, 2002.

Thailand has experienced rapid deforestation
since World War II, despite the establishment of a
forest conservation system. In this presentation, I
focused on the contradiction that a large portion of
the national forest reserves, begun in 1964 and now
covering more than 40% of the country, is actually
occupied and cultivated by farmers. [ tried to take
Thai social features into account by analyzing the
institutional structure of national forest reserves and
the process of implementation in local offices. My
study was based on official documents and inter-
views with forest officers in Bangkok and Ubon
Ratchathani province.

Institutionally, the national forest reserve system
lacks effective policing. It is commonly said that
this institution was part of an integrative economic
development plan beginning in the 1960s and aimed
at scientific timber production. But, in fact, national
forest reserves do not cover commercial logging
areas. Forest protection units, the sole system of
regular policing at the field level, were insufficient
to protect the forest and were mostly established

near logging areas. Therefore the

Philippine Guigiao (Returned Over-
seas Chinese)" by Caroline Sy Hau,
June 27, 2002.

Colloguium

conservation of national forest re-
serves not overlapping with

logging areas was given little at-

This talk highlights the life stories of overseas
Chinese returnees (guigiao) in Mainland China who
had formerly been based in the Philippines.
Uncovering and recording the hidden history of the
Philippine  guigiao — long marginalized from
Philippine studies — is significant because the
guiqiao's complex and fraught relation to both
"Chinese" and "Filipino" nations forces us to question
and re-examine the basic assumptions of loyalty, be-
longing, patriotism, education, and sacrifice often
thought to underpin the theory and practice of na-
tionalism. Some of the questions we will be asking
are the following: How does one come to fall in love
with one's country while living in another? How
does one "school" oneself to become a "Chinese"
patriot? How does being in the Philippines help to
substantiate one's Chineseness? Did
Chinese nationalism play a part in promoting indige-
nous nationalism in Southeast Asia? Finally, I will
also be exploring the implications of the study of re-
turned overseas Chinese for encouraging similar,
comparative studies in other Southeast Asian coun-
tries, and for potentially remapping the borders of
Southeast Asian area studies to include South China
and the experiences of the Southern Chinese.

overseas

tention. In fact, the rough-and-
ready designation, lacking investigation of residences
or cultivation, resulted in massive "illegal encroach-
ment" by farmers. At the field level, therefore,
forest officers often used their discretion to overlook
local people's breaching of forest laws. This reflects
Thai society's sense of balance and flexibility in
dealing with regulations.

©"Introduction to My Research Activities in Myanmar,
Laos, Yunnan, and Kazakhstan: Objectives, Methodol-
ogies and Integration” by Ando Kazuo, September
26, 2002.

The difficulty of conducting joint study, or team
research, has been a subject of recent discussion at
CSEAS. Why is it difficult? I think we often over-
look the advantages of joint study, and my present
interest is in how to break through this tendency.
I propose a two-stage procedure of cooperation and
integration. At the first stage, we must return to
the basic purpose of area studies. We should first
develop team cooperation through a base-line "neces-
sary study,” e.g. collecting basic information about
the daily life and administration systems of a village

or local area. With these findings, we can proceed
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Fieldnotes

A. Terry Rambo

At 6 AM. I was sitting shivering in the chill
morning air in front of the Hmong house in
Vietnam's high mountains where I had slept the pre-
vious night. A young Kinh (ethnic Vietnamese)
colleague and I chatted desultorily while waiting for
the coffee water to boil. Just meters in front of us,
members of our host family, first the father and
mother, then the two young daughters, took turns
washing their faces and hands using a single small
bowl of water. They were careful to not spill even
one drop of the precious water that they had carried
on their backs in plastic jugs from the nearest
source, more than 10 km across the steep mountains.
While this scene was unfolding before our eyes, my
colleague remarked that the Hmong were very dirty
and never washed! I pointed out that the girls were
washing their faces as we spoke. He responded that
they must have learned to do it from the Kinh
teachers, but that adults never washed. Even
though he was staying in a Hmong village, with
abundant chances to observe how the people actu-
ally lived, he wasn't able to see through the stereo-
types he had brought into the field. He returned to
Hanoi knowing no more about the realities of
Hmong life than before he went to the field. In fact,
experiencing the undoubted discomforts of life in
their remote village had reinforced his views that
they were backward and uncivilized.

In area studies we see fieldwork as the royal
road to knowledge. Direct, first-hand observation is
considered the best means of acquiring an under-
standing of alien societies. I certainly don't disagree
with this view and have relied on this method
myself throughout my research career in Southeast
Asia. But I have increasingly come to wonder about

In Area Studies the Key Question Is

"What Is the Question?"

the validity of much of the information we collect.
Are we perceiving and reporting what is actually
happening or are we, like my young Kinh colleague,
The history
of area studies is littered with examples of "findings"

seeing through very distorted lenses?

that have been shaped by our own preconceptions:
loosely-structured Thai society, Vietnamese peasant
economic irrationality, Malayan triple canopy
rainforest, the list of examples of field data being
force fit into our preexisting categories is endless.
Ironically, the solution to this problem, to the
extent one exists, is not less fieldwork but more of
it. It is only through deep immersion in the field
that we can hope to obtain the new information and
insights that will permit us to transcend, at least
partially, the sureties of the conventional wisdom.
But simply making more observations is inadequate;
observation must be linked to the attempt to answer
explicit questions. Trying to answer carefully for-
mulated questions forces us to observe in a system-
atic way and to test our observations in a way that
is likely to reveal the extent to which they conform
to reality. If, for example, my Kinh colleague had
gone to the Hmong village to answer the question of
how people living in a situation of water scarcity
use this precious resource, he would have been
forced to see that they used some of that water for
personal hygiene. Of course, we have to ask the
right question for the specific situation we are
The wrong question can be even more
So, the first

question I want to ask of a researcher doing field-

studying.
dangerous than no question at all.

work is not "what are the methods of data collection
he/she is using?" but "what is the question he/she is
trying to answer?"

(Professor of CSEAS)

to a "progressive study." Integration will emerge
out of cooperation and discussion among team
members, leading to the formulation of desired
output of the on-going study and objective of the
next joint project. An alternative view of the study
area or the identification of specific problems that
require an integrated approach may also emerge.

As a result of my current joint research in
Myanmar, Laos, Yunnan, and Kazakhstan, I can for-
mulate the following objectives to elucidate the
process of Indianization: explore the expansion of
the world of Bengal into Southeast Asia, the road of
Esoteric Buddhism and the Southern Silk Route, and
the distribution of farming technologies.



<Visitors' Views>

PALM-LEAF TEXTS IN KYOTO

By Aroonrut Wichienkeeo

Lan Na, the northern Thai
kingdom officially annexed by
Siam early last century, was
founded by King Mangrai in
1296 A.D. Historical sources of
Lan Na studies are available in
inscriptions, especially palm leaf

manuscripts found in monastery
libraries. These documents take various forms, such
as local histories, customary laws, religious texts,
medical treatises, and local literature. Most of them
were inscribed by monks or former monks more
than 400 years ago in Lan Na or Tai Yuan scripts
that are not currently used in Thailand. These texts
were commissioned by temple abbots for teaching in
the temples. The distribution of Tai Yuan scripts
and palm-leaf texts coincide with the spread of the
"Yuan Sect" (Suandok ans Padaeng Sect) of
Theravada Buddhism, which reached as far as Shan
State in Myanmar, Sipsongpanna in the Southern
Yunnan, Laos, and northeastern Thailand.

The palm-leaf texts were written by abbots or
monks, and villagers also made merit by offering
texts to the monks for reading and for dedication to
their parents' or relatives' spirits. Because of such
practices, a large number of palm-leaf texts are kept
in the temples' libraries. These documents are very
valuable for further study of the northern region of
Thailand, the Shan State, Laos, and southern China.
Scholars have been using these old documents for
30 years.

Fortunately for scholars of Lan Na studies and
thanks to the Phumipalo Foundation (Bangkok) and
the Toyota Foundation, the Department of Sociology
and Anthropology in the Faculty of Social Sciences
at Chiang Mai University has since the 1970s under-
taken a project of collecting palm-leaf manuscripts,
storing them on microfilm, and transcribing them
into modern Thai script. The Department of
History, Faculty of Humanities, Chiang Mai
University, introduced an undergraduate course in
the Lan Na language that included translating a
number of palm-leaf texts. Later the four Rajabhat
Institutes in the northern region started to teach
Lan Na language courses. They have also encour-
aged teachers and students to translate many palm-
leaf texts into the modern Thai language.

In foreign countries, the palm-leaf texts are well
known to some scholars. In 1985, the Department of
Anthropology in the Research School of Pacific
Studies, The Australian National University, cata-
logued more than 200 palm-leaf texts that the late
Dr. Richard Davis hired ex-monks in Nan Province
to copy by hand. The Law of Mangrai, one of the
palm-leaf texts from Nan temple, was transcribed
into English by the late Dr. Gehan Wijeyewardene.
In 1996, on the occasion of the celebration of the
700th anniversary of Chiang Mai City, Prof. David
K. Wyatt, Department of History, Cornell University,
translated the Chiang Mai Chronicle into English.

In 2002, Prof. Hayashi Yukio, CSEAS, Kyoto
University, who has undertaken the project "Inter-
Ethnic Relations in the Making of Mainland
Southeast Asia and Southern China," proposed con-
structing a database of the ethnic groups found in a
variety of palm-leaf texts. This database is a collec-
tion of all the ethnic groups described in the texts,
such as Chinese Muslim, Lawa, Karen, Mon, Shan,
Burmese, Lao, etc, and their living cultures, includ-
ing beliefs, rituals, clothes, and food. This database
will be helpful for scholars who cannot understand
the old language and for those who lack the time to
study the palm-leaf texts themselves. This database
is going to be an essential basic tool for further
studies. As a Chiang Mai person and as a re-
searcher on this project, I would like to take this op-
portunity to express my sincere thanks to the
Toyota Foundation and all scholars who value and
preserve old texts for the coming generations and
intellectuals of local heritage.

It was with great delight and excitement that I
accepted the fellowship at CSEAS. I had spent six
months here as a Visiting Research Fellow in 1987,
and I am indebted to CSEAS for enabling me to
return to Kyoto. When I arrived last February I
saw how things had changed. I find that Kyoto is
still a fantastic historical city, but I notice a great
number of cars in the roads. Despite that, I observe
that the people in Kyoto are still very nice and
kind, and I appreciate it so much. I could say that
I love Kyoto and its people.

(Visiting Research Fellow)



IT'S ALL ABOUT THE NATION-STATE
By Rigoberto D. Tiglao

Coming to CSEAS after a year
in government (as spokesman
of President Gloria Macapagal-
Arroyo), my academic interest
has naturally been focused on
what is needed to move our
country forward. That's cer-
tainly an ambitious research
agenda. Thousands of volumes are devoted to
analysis of why some nations have grown in the last
century while others have stagnated.

There are indeed many, many factors, one of
which Japan has demonstrated in its modern history.
This factor may seem preposterous to discuss at this
time, when there is an avalanche of criticism di-
rected against the Japanese government alleging
weakness, dilly-dallying in economic reforms, and
policy paralysis on the part of both political leaders
and bureaucrats.

Nevertheless, there was a crucial factor in
Japan's twentieth century growth and I have con-
cluded that it is this: Japan succeeded in construct-
ing a strong modern nation-state, largely based on
the foundations built by the Meiji Restoration.
Japan's resurgence even after its industrial backbone
was destroyed in World War II proved the strength
of that nation-state.

By "nation-state" I mean not only the Japanese
state or government, not only the Japanese nation—
but that single entity that is essentially a territorial
organization or corporation. In a strong nation-state,
most of its members have a strong sense of mem-
bership in that corporation and its "officers"—putting
aside the Lockheed and other scandals —have a
strong sense of duty to make that corporation pros-

perous.

Japan would seem to have an advantage in this
aspect, having had centuries and centuries of state-
building. The Nihon Shoki of the eighth century
already described the history of the Japanese nation
or its state as the Emperor's realm. There were also
nearly three centuries when Japan had one of the
world's strongest and most centralized states, the
Tokugawa shogunate.

However, by the early nineteenth
Japan's nation-state was practically crumbling as it
became more a collection of 200-plus practically in-
dependent domains, each ruled by powerful —and
often warring —daimyos. Even the central state had
become an arena of struggle, most importantly
among the shogunate, the Emperor, and the most

century,

powerful daimyos.

The imagined (in  Benedict
Anderson's definition of a nation) for most Japanese
was not Dai Nippon, but membership in a clan. As
Tokyo University professor Kiichi Fujiwara ex-
plained in a CSEAS symposium September 12, as
late as the early twentieth
Japanese did not think of themselves as Nihonjin.

The Meiji Restoration changed all that. The
modern Japanese nation-state—which made possible
Japan's economic prosperity —is a construction of the
twentieth century. Meiji leaders in fact were keenly
conscious of their project, and swiftly adopted —the
modern term would be "pirated"—much of the politi-
cal technology of strong European (mainly German)
states. They even had an association and a journal
TE%E ¥ 2M38], Kokka Gakkai Zasshi or Journal of
Nation-State Studies!

At the same time, they forged a sense of nation-
hood by celebrating and propagating centuries-old
traditions. Some analysts claim that a few of these
so-called old traditions, like "wa" (harmony) and

community

century, ordinary

furusato (hometown or birthplace) were Meiji-era in-
ventions. Japanese martial arts that appear to be
centuries old, like judo and karate, were constructs
of the early twentieth century. Judo has become a
national sport, thanks to the modern police, which
has had to rely on unarmed fighting skills, thanks to
Japan's strict gun laws.

That there was hardly a Japanese nation-state
until the turn of the century is even reflected in the
Japanese terms for people, nation, and nation-state.
For most of its centuries of existence, Japanese re-
ferred to their country as kuni [E, which does not
refer to the nation-state as such, but to the land or
even one's home province. The Meiji intellectuals
invented the term that would more accurately repre-
sent the nation-state, kokka [El%, the characters for
which mean the people being in one house or build-
ing.

Despite the current gloom and doom among ana-
lysts over the Japanese economy, I think the most
important thing is the Japanese nation-state. It's ob-
viously quite intact; therefore, it will eventually
reenergize itself to correct its economy, inspire its
entirely new post-war generation, and regain its con-
fidence in the world arena. If the Japanese nation-
state could grow after the devastating mid-century
war, what's an economic downturn?

What's most important for me, quite naturally, is
that all this gives me reason for optimism about my
own country—and I'm extremely grateful to CSEAS
for giving me this research fellowship. The modern
Japanese nation-state was built in only a single gen-
eration, during the Meiji Restoration. The Japan we



see now was rebuilt from the utter devastation of
World War II to become one of the richest nations
on earth, also in the span of a single generation.

Get to know a Filipino, and you'll realize that
we Filipinos have all it takes to build a strong
nation-state; perhaps we'll be able to do it not in a
generation but in just a decade.

(Visiting Research Fellow)

RETHINKING SOME OF THE LINKS
BETWEEN CULTURE, ENVIRONMENT,
AND FARMING SYSTEMS IN VIETNAM'S
NORTHERN MOUNTAIN REGION

By Tran Duc Vien

Culture is the common property
of a group of people. They
maintain and constantly recre-
ate that through a
process of social interaction. It
changes over time as people
devise ways to cope with
changes in their social and bio-
Culture therefore tends to

culture

physical environment.
be adaptive.

Topographically and ecologically the northern
mountain region of Vietnam encompasses astonish-
ing diversity. It is also characterized by very great
cultural diversity. Different ethnic groups, each
with its own distinctive culture, are associated with
different ecological settings. As each group has in-
teracted with the particular environment in which
they live, they have developed their own somewhat
distinctive farming system. Farming systems con-
cepts have featured prominently in discussions of
agricultural development during the past decades.
The farming systems approach is based upon a ho-
listic view of farm-households, which displays the
particular ways in which different groups and cul-
tures have interacted with and adapted to the spe-
cific environmental conditions in which they carry
out their production activities. The primary focus
here will be on the culture and farming systems of
three ethnic groups living in three different environ-
ments that have evolved into three distinct cultural
landscapes:

High mountain areas located 800m or more
above sea level, where living conditions are very dif-
ficult, are inhabited mainly by the H'Mong ethnic
group. The H'Mong are well known for shifting cul-
tivation and Rocky Pocket Cultivation practices.
Many H'Mong also have some wet rice cultivation
on terrace fields.

Low mountains with wvalley areas are located

around 200-300m above sea level. People living
there are mainly Thai, Tay, Nung, and Muong.
They have paddy in the valley combined with
swidden on hillsides around the valley. They prac-
tice composite swiddening agroecosystems typical of
the Tay group in the Da River Watershed.

Middle areas are located between two above
areas and inhabited mainly by Khomu, Hanhi,
Xinmun, and other ethnic groups. Their farming
systems often combine elements of farming systems
that we find in the high mountains with those from
lower parts of the uplands.

By making a greater effort to understand both
the cultures and the farming systems of ethnic
groups in the uplands, we can learn much about in-
digenous knowledge of natural resource management
as well as increase our appreciation of the process
by which adapt to changing
economics conditions. This kind of understanding is
essential to scientists, policy makers, and all others
concerned with achieving more effective manage-
ment of natural resources and improving the living
standards of local people.

Because the northern mountain region is highly
variegated in terms of topography, climate,
biodiversity, and culture, each ethnic group and each
terrain type features a particular kind of cultivation
system that reflects short term and long term adap-
tations in a particular environment. Economic and
environmental changes result in cultural changes,
which are reflected in the cultivation systems of the
local peoples. These cultivation systems are, in
essence, the short term and long term cultural adap-
tations these cultures have made in their quest for
(Visiting Research Fellow)

cultures socio-

survival and progress.

TEA, CULTURE, AND
THE LONE ANTHROPOLOGIST.
OR, OF "RAW" AND
"COOKED" BEHAVIOUR

By Charles J-H Macdonald

The kind of guest fellowship I
have enjoyed here makes it pos-
sible to do some leisurely think-
ing, the Kkind of intellectual
daydreaming so essential, I am
told, to scientific progress. So I
did spend time reconsidering
concepts like "culture" —there is
an ongoing heated debate among anthropologists to
either dump the notion or keep it alive—or puzzling
over Japanese ways and things. As a guest of
CSEAS, I am also a guest of the Japanese people and




their culture, which of coursel look at with the eyes
of a simple ignorant tourist but also with questions
for which my anthropological mind craves answers.
The tea ceremony is one and I will come to that in
a moment.

Actually my main if not sole activity was to
write a book about suicide, but taking place in the
Philippines, not in Japan. At the beginning, I tried
to answer the questions of my distinguished and so
gracious counterpart, Hayami san, concerning this
topic. I said something to the effect that suicide, at
least in the place I had observed it, belonged not to
"culture,” but to "raw behaviour." She gave me a
quizzical look. "Raw behaviour" indeed! Interesting
concept, hmmm.

Let me explain.
studying was the act of individuals who had for per-
sonal and often obscure reasons decided to end their
lives, despite everything culture —elders, experts in
customary law, shamans, storytellers, other people—
had to say against it.
that the action could not be defined as culturally de-
termined.

The Kkind of suicide I was

It was "raw behaviour" in

The tea ceremony, by contrast, is something
that is completely cultural in the sense that it pos-
sesses a script or blueprint, an explicit conceptual
framework. Itis a cultural artefact if ever there was
one. As a simple (and again ignorant) spectator,
what so fazed me about the chanoyu was its appar-
ent silliness. How could so intelligent a people as
the Japanese have an interest in, nay, regard so
highly, something that looked so utterly boring and
pointless, not to mention the added injury of inflict-
ing such a foul beverage upon the guest.

I turned to some literature for the simple
minded and bought a pamphlet called Japanese
Religions. 1t was not a very good book but gave
some basic information, including a special section
on the "Way of Tea and Zen." It said things like: "In
essence the tea ceremony or chanoyu is quite simple.
Guests are invited to have some tea. The host pours
some hot water... then offers tea to each guest...
[who] appreciate[s] the fine tea bowl." So desu ne.

So, the tea ritual is actually a religious cere-
mony, or so I was made to understand. Its connec-
tion with Buddhism is clear and its moral content
plain also. But why not just do zazen, go to the
temple and meditate, or pray? And how do the
social and religious aspects come together? There
were loose pieces: religion, morality, courtesy, the
gift, a special kind of setting, and the denial of
social barriers. But it did not quite fit together.

The answer came unexpectedly as I was reading
an entirely different sort of book. It was the trans-
lator's Introduction to The Ten Foot Square Hut and
Tales of the Heike (A.L. Sadler, trans. Rutland,

Vermont and Tokyo: Charles E. Tuttle, 1972).
Sadler might not have been a professional anthro-
pologist but what he had to say about the tea cere-
mony is so anthropologically enlightening and
delightful, such a pure and elegant interpretation,
that I must quote it at length:

The taste for a retired life of elegance has
always been and still is characteristic of the
Japanese temperament, as is evident from the
popularity of the philosophy of Cha-no-yu or
Teaism, which enables even busy people to
become temporary hermits in the Tea-room, to
be in the world though for a while not of it, like
the "moon-in-the market-place.” The fixing of
the size of the Tea-room as four and a half mats,
the size of Chomei's hut, indicates its descent
from the «cell of the Buddhist
Vimalakirrti who miraculously entertained in it
the Buddha and three thousand five hundred of
his saints and disciples, and has as it were crys-
tallized and handed down the mood of Chomei
as a historical-philosophical "retreat" for all who
wish to refresh their souls by temporary retire-
ment. [Sadler 1972: iii]

recluse

I find this explanation immensely satisfying.
First, it brings together the two major dimensions of
the ritual, the religious and the social. We are in a
monk's cell, that of a recluse or hermit, a place
where there should be no regard for social distinc-
tions. One's experience with the divine and with the
human coincide perfectly. They are one. And isn't
it the supreme "courtesy" to transcend rank? So,
things really come together. Second, by using the
form and size of the tea room to demonstrate that it
is a monk's cell, a place of seclusion or "temporary
retirement,” the whole interpretation of the tea cere-
mony is premised on the concept of liminality. "In
this world but not of it." In short, it provides the
unifying ground for this as well as many other insti-
tutions, religious and otherwise. If you haven't
studied it, you don't know what liminality can do
for you. It works better than adhesive tape or even
the common paper clip. Liminality, then, makes it
intelligible to me. It gives it beauty and transpar-
ency.

Of course, I may be way off the mark, but even
so I am satisfying my anthropologist's curiosity and
I can reconcile myself with the idea that the tea
ceremony is a great and respectable institution. I
was also able to make a little progress in my critical
revision of the "culture" concept. We need culture,
and a concept for it, but like the tea ceremony, it
provides only moments of relief in a sea of raw

behaviour. (Visiting Research Fellow)



IN CELEBRATION OF AREA STUDIES
By Neil L. Jamieson

Jet airplanes, bullet trains, and
superhighways. The worldwide
web and satellite communica-
tion. Globalization of the
economy. All these and more
are making the world smaller
and more interconnected, and

are making it increasingly im-
portant that we understand each other, and our-
selves, better than ever before.

My stay in Japan is reminding me once more of
just how difficult this is to do. I've had such re-
minders many times over the past 40 years, many of
them spent living and working and conducting re-
search in Southeast Asia: Vietnam, Thailand,
Indonesia, and the Philippines. Combating ethnocen-
trism, my own and that of others, requires constant
effort. Seeing the world through the lens of another
culture is never easy for any of us.

I've visited Japan briefly a number of times, but
never spent much time here. So Japan is truly a
"foreign" culture to me. It would be helpful to have
some guidelines and generalizations as I begin to
learn how to deal with the new people and situa-
tions I encounter here. In recent months I've read a
number of books and articles that attempt to explain
Japan and the Japanese to foreigners. While some
of them have been interesting and helpful, the
picture they paint of Japan is incomplete and
perhaps not entirely accurate.

All groups of people have their own stereotypes
of themselves and of other peoples: the Americans,
the Japanese, the Vietnamese, the Thai, and so on.
It seems that very few of us understand our own
culture and society very well, let alone those of
others. We all tend to oversimplify and to general-
ize about large numbers of people and places based
upon our own limited experiences. We still struggle
to grasp the connections between the individual and
the group, the local and the global, between our
common humanity and our cultural distinctiveness.

Edward Said used the term '"orientalism" to
characterize certain Western efforts to describe
certain Asian countries. He found these descriptions
to be distorted in self-serving ways. In recent
decades there has been a tendency in some circles to
criticize other efforts to make generalizations about
Making generalizations about
cultures or societies has been called "essentializing."
This has been attacked as a bad thing to do because
each society and each culture contains so much

cultures or societies.

diversity that any such generalizations would inevi-
tably be misleading, and would often be harmful to
people who were reduced to a mere caricature of
themselves. This is true of ethnic groups, regions
(Kansai, or New England), societies (America,
Vietnam), and entire parts of the world (Europe,
Asia, etc.).

But clearly we are all different, and there are
patterns to be found in our differences. We must
learn to understand and value these differences
while remaining aware of our common humanity.
Our efforts to describe and explain these similarities
and differences may be deeply flawed, as some have
charged. But the proper response is not to abandon
the task; it is rather to redouble our efforts, to col-
laboratively build new and better ways to achieve
understanding.

We human beings all and always make "models"
of other groups. And by their very nature, models
simplify the reality they attempt to describe. That's
why they are useful. But just as a "map" is never
the same thing as the territory it describes, models
can never do justice to the complex webs of human-
ity that get labeled as "Vietnam" or "Thailand" or
"Japan," let alone something like "Southeast Asia" or
"the Far East,” or "America." Our efforts to con-
struct mutual understanding inevitably fall short of
the ideal, but I have come to believe that collec-
tively, over time, they can and often do provide
valuable stepping-stones on the path to understand-
ing.

Thoughts like these, stimulated by living in
Japan for some months, lead me to appreciate even
more deeply the great good fortune of spending time
at Kyoto University's Center for Southeast Asian
Studies. Every day I have the privilege of meeting
and listening to and talking with people from differ-
ent cultures, different nations, different academic dis-
ciplines, and different research areas. We are
economists and agronomists, foresters and anthro-
pologists, human ecologists and historians. We come
from Japan and all the countries of Southeast Asia,
from China and France and the United States, to
name just a few places.

A good area studies program, as exemplified by
the CSEAS of Kyoto University, consists of the disci-
plined interaction and collaboration of many people
with different perspectives in the shared quest for
understanding of some "area" of the world. Within
this congenial

multi-disciplinary, multi-national,

multi-cultural environment, the questions and
answers and experiences that are shared during con-
versations over lunch or in seminars and colloquia
help all of us do a somewhat better job of describ-

ing and explaining the ways we are all alike in



some ways and different in others. There is no sub-
stitute for such collaborative effort in improving our
understanding of each other, and of ourselves. And
such understanding is essential to enable us to coop-
erate effectively in sustaining and nurturing our
shared existence in this shrinking and rapidly
changing world. I am proud and grateful to have
been given the opportunity to be for a time one
small part of the noble enterprise being conducted
here. (Visiting Research Fellow)

A ROOM WITH A CRACKED WALL
AND A VIEW: NOTHING BUT
FOND MEMORIES OF KYOTO

By Tsu Yun Hui Timothy

Last time [ was visiting Kyoto,
I had an office with an ominous-
looking fault line running across
one of its walls. My host, half-
jokingly but also half-seriously,
said that in the opinion of
experts, the building was apt to
collapse in the next earthquake
(however mild it may be), due to the structural de-
ficiencies of hasty construction during the Oil Shock.
Less life-threatening but nonetheless noticeable was
the faulty ventilation fan on another wall. It pro-
moted air circulation, but also allowed water to pour
in when there was heavy rain. Perhaps I should
also mention that the men's room was only millime-
ters away from flooding every time I flushed the
toilet. But the point is: I thoroughly enjoyed my

stay. I had everything I wanted in my room: a desk,
a chair, and a computer. The library was just
minutes away. Moreover, my room offered a spec-
tacular view of one of the hills with the daimonyji.

I have seen facilities elsewhere in Asia. One
leading university has air-conditioned toilets that do
not threaten to throw up. I appreciate that, I must
admit. Another one has escalators allowing its elite
students and faculty to move between floors effort-
lessly. That is a great idea too; scholars hate
nothing more than exercise. Yet another has award-
winning architecture. Its buildings are a pleasure to
behold against the seascape in the background.
Quite a few others have cafeterias serving gourmet
food, from suckling pig to endangered coral fish,
which of course is a boost to morale. But the point
is, I am happiest when in Kyoto.

Don't get me wrong: books count for only 55%
of the pleasure. The hills in the north of the city
contribute the other 45%. They are not just good to
look at but absolutely fascinating to hike in. From
my base in Shugakuin—which has its own range of
remarkable features like the office I once had—1I can
be in the woods in 10 minutes. Recently, I saw a
beautiful pheasant just 30 minutes into the hike. It
was the first and only time I saw any wild life
during many years of walking in Japanese hills.
Such birds were once regarded as good omens. I
only regret that the one I saw was not white.
Perhaps next time I will have better luck. Who
knows, Kyoto has treated me well so far.

(Visiting Research Fellow)
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SIX MONTHS IN KYOTO

By Maria Ginting

April 22nd 2002, my first day
in Kyoto. From Kansai Airport,
I met the MK Taxi driver who
drove me to my hotel in Kyoto.
It was early in the morning and
the weather
Along the way, I looked around
J for sakura. Spring had arrived
but the trees were no longer in bloom. I remember
that my son had asked me to take a picture under
the sakura blossoms.

This is the second time for me to come to
Japan. Seven years ago I stayed for a while in
Tokyo, a big city with tall buildings and a hectic
pace of daily life. When I came to Kyoto, I was
very surprised at how beautiful and unique the city
was. Kyoto looks very natural with its mountains
and river. Of course, Kyoto is most famous for its
temples, shrines, and festivals.
Kiyomizu Temple, Fushimi-Inari Shrine, and Kodai-ji
Temple. 1 will always remember a special night
with my friend at Kodai-ji Temple — the fantastic
view of the temple itself with the beautiful pond
and bamboo trees under illumination. It was the
most beautiful thing I had ever seen.

Sometimes, I took a short walk downtown on
Shijo Street. 1 saw the fashionable girls with mini-
skirts. But even though people in Kyoto look
Western, they still keep traditional customs. The
girls wear yukata and geta at events such as the
Gion Festival and fireworks displays. And although
Japan is an industrialized country with tremendous
automotive production, many people in Kyoto still
use bicycles in addition to other transportation. I
also enjoyed riding a bicycle around Kyoto.

was quite cool.

I enjoyed visiting

I was worried about the cold weather in Kyoto.
Before leaving Indonesia, I watched the weather fore-
cast, seeing that spring weather in Japan was about
15 degrees Celsius. I prepared myself with a coat,
jackets, and thick socks. But it was not cold at all
and soon changed to the rainy season and then
summer. What I could not imagine was the
summer; for me it was kibishii natsu. 1 felt very
weak, dry, and tasteless. Thanks to God, I survived
this stifling hot weather, though not smoothly.

I worked as a visiting research fellow for six
months at the CSEAS library processing Indonesian
books. The library has a large collection, especially
on Indonesia. I think that one day, if we can not
find some literature in Indonesia, we may find it in
this library. 1 also analyzed the journals from
Southeast Asia which are held by the CSEAS library
up to 2001. Among the 233 romanized titles are 40
from Brunei and Malaysia, 4 from Burma, 1 from
Cambodia, 100 from Indonesia, 28 from the
Philippines, 18 from Singapore, 26 from Thailand,
and 16 from Vietnam; this is in addition to 39 titles
on Japan (in English) and 274 titles from countries
all over the world. Most of the journals are about
social sciences and fewer on other subjects.

I believe I was able to do my work because of
the support of my counterpart and the staff at
CSEAS library. I would like to thank Ms. Yumi
Kitamura, who arranged many things for me, and all
the library staff, who were very helpful both in
work and in guiding me in Japanese culture and
daily life in Kyoto. I hope we can always keep in
touch even though we are far away. I have really
enjoyed spending six months at the CSEAS library
with all of you.

The stifling hot weather has passed and the
finest time, autumn, will come, but before the leaves
fall I have to return to Indonesia. Finally, Sayonara

... Sampai jumpa lagi. (Visiting Research Fellow)
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