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CSEAS Associate Professors Receive Awards

Associate professors Patricio N. Abinales and Caroline
Sy Hau were recipients of the awards conferred by the
Manila Critics Circle. In 2001, Prof. Hau's two books —
Necessary Fictions: Philippine Literature and the
Nation, 1946 -1980 (Ateneo de Manila University
Press) and Intsik: An Anthology of Chinese-Filipino
Writing (Anvil Publishing) received the awards for
best in the humanities and best in literature, respec-
tively. Prof. Abinales' Fellow Traveler: Essays on
Filipino Communism (University of the Philippines
Press) shared the award for the best book in the social
science category at the 2002 book fair.

The Manila Critics Circle is a select group com-
posed of the Philippines' leading scholars and writers,
who review and evaluate books that are published in a
wide range of categories, including the social sci-
ences and the humanities. The awards are granted
during the annual Philippine Book Fair where the
country's leading book publishers display their new
titles. Professor Hau's Necessary Fictions was judged
exemplary for introducing to Filipino readers new in-
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sights on the relationship between literature and na-
tionalism. The book critically discusses the work of
Philippine national hero Jose Rizal, the radical writer
Amado Hernandez, the Marcos-associated writer
Kerima Polotan, and the communist novel Gera (War).
Her other award-winning book, Intsik, is an edited an-
thology of the writings of established and younger
Chinese-Filipino writers of the postwar period. Prof.
Abinales' book is a collection of essays on the prob-
lems confronting Philippine communism from 1970 to
1999. This book was recognized for having provided
alternative, biographical, and regionally-specific in-
sights into the communist movement which many
other books on the revolution overlook.
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Politics under Megawati: How She Is
by Shiraishi Takashi,

©"Indonesian
Running the Government"
October 24, 2002.

The Indonesian government under Megawati has been
drifting quietly. Many argue it is because
Megawati only enjoys the dignified part of the presi-
dency and cannot provide the leadership Indonesia
needs in overcoming the present crisis. This is not
wrong, but there are far more important structural
reasons for Indonesia's drift. No broad national coali-
tion has emerged in the post-Soeharto Indonesia. The
paternalistic, bapak-anakbuah sys-

academic disciplines and "area studies" is raised,
taking economics as an example. "Area studies" is
characterized here as clarifying ‘"reality" mainly
through fieldwork. This is difficult to harmonize
with mainstream economics, which pursues general
principles rather than the peculiarities of each area.
The methodology of econometrics, which uses large
volumes of statistical data, is also far removed from
fieldwork. But at the same time, economics itself has
seen many advances recently that may enable the
discipline to be more harmonized with "area studies."
It is vital that consciousness of these tensions be

kept in researchers' minds and

tem of resource redistribution
Soeharto created has been in a
mess since 1997-98. The state is in

Colloguium

that genuine joint studies among
different discipline-based research-
ers be promoted.

deep institutional crisis because

of the collapse of informal funding and the erosion
of popular trust in its legitimacy. And there are
signs that people are losing hope in Indonesia as a
political project, the very basis on which the
Republic was built. Under these circumstances,
anyone, even someone blessed with enormous charis-
matic leadership, would find it hard to lead
Indonesia out of crisis, let alone the one now in the
Presidential Palace.

©"Rethinking Economics in Area Studies" by Fujita
Koichi, November 28, 2002.

The fundamental issue in the relationship between

©"In Search of Islamic Networks in Southeast Asia"
by Miichi Ken, December 19, 2002.

As a result of several terrorist attacks and bombings
in the United States and Southeast Asia, discourse
about an "Islamic network" has widely circulated.
However, this discourse — whether by mass media or
academics — hardly explains what the network is all
about. This talk tries to begin that explanation. In
other words, it is an effort to show how so-called
Islamic activists connect with each other and work
together.

Islamic networks are usually loosely and hori-
zontally constructed. They are rarely shaped like a
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N\ communist party or military, which are very tight

and hierarchical organizations. In past research I
have concentrated on various Islamic student move-
ments. These movements are significant because
they are free from old social divisions created before
the 1950s and very influential among the newly
emerged political parties and Islamic militants. But
although they are quite important, there are inher-
ent limitations if one concentrates on particular
groups. In order to search for another aspect of an
"actual" Islamic network, I have started research on
Islamic publications. The publication industry needs
resources such as money, goods (books) and people
which transcend national borders. Through the
study of Islamic publications, we can explore inter-
national and interregional networks and remap
Islamic movements.

©'"Diversity and Development of the Mountainous
Region of Mainland Southeast Asia" by Kono
Yasuyuki, January 23, 2003.

I started working on the mountainous region of
mainland Southeast Asia in the late 1990s. This is a
marginal area in terms of agricultural production,
and food security at the household level and envi-
ronmental conservation in relation to the agricul-
tural system were thought to be urgent issues.
Through the three-year project titled "People,
Environment and Land Use Systems in Mainland
Southeast Asia" (PELUSSA) from 1999 to 2001, I
found rich diversity in spatial structure and tempo-
ral changes in the people-nature interaction of the
mountainous region. This implies that bio- and agro-
diversities have been appropriately maintained
through the customary practices and mutual under-
standings of natural resources by local people.
However, recently introduced standardized modern
governance of land and forest resources does not
always fit the complexity of land use, agricultural
systems, and people's way of life. This gap has a
negative impact not only on agricultural production
and people's welfare but also on environmental con-
servation. A smooth transition from customary prac-
tices to modern governance of land and forest
resources will be the focus of the next research
project titled "Constructing a Regional Eco-history
Model in Tropical Monsoon Asia."

©"Bangladesh Rural Development Studies (2)" by
Kaida Yoshihiro, February 27, 2003.

The speaker reviewed the long process of establish-
ing a "link model" that has its roots in a Japan-
Bangladesh joint village study begun in the mid-
1980s. The project developed in the same villages

through trial-and-error up to the mid-1990s in an
action-research called the Bangladesh rural develop-
ment experiment. The link model coordinates link-
ages between village self-help communal governance
and local rural social service administration. It also
provides linkages among field-level extension
workers from different nation-building departments.
The model has been implemented on a pilot scale in
four unions in a wpazila since 2000. The entire
program was implemented with financial support
from JICA.

The speaker also presented his approach to im-
plementing a plan to expand the model nationwide
to cover one union in each of the 64 districts in the
country. The speaker plans to start a fresh survey to
provide an appropriate institutional framework for
nationwide expansion by learning from successful
cases in rural development efforts, particularly in ag-
ricultural extension, rural primary health care and
family planning.

©"Re-Evaluation of Gray Level Co-Occurrence Matrix
Method for Land-Cover Classification Using Mono
Aerial Photo" by Song Xianfeng, March 27, 2003.

Gray Level Co-Occurrence Matrix (GLCM) was one
of the popular texture approaches to incorporate tex-
tural data into image classification. Conventionally,
second order statistics were computed from the
GLCM matrix and further treated as additional chan-
nels of spectral image. Then classification algorithms
were employed to classify the composite image.

Because raw GLCM can not be used directly in
image classification, its derivatives may cause the
loss of some potential information about the raw
matrix. In this research, we proposed a completely
new way to directly integrate GLCM into image
classification. It was entropy-based divergence
(Jensen-Shannon) adopted to measure the similarity
between GLCM matrices of signature (sample) and
current classified pixel, instead of the GLCM-derived
second order statistics.

In our demonstration, the two methodology per-
formances were evaluated using aerial photography.
Both methods used the same cluster strategy
(Maximum Likelihood), training samples and GLCM
matrices. The Kappa index and Z-Score were
adopted to compute the difference between perfor-
mances. The Z-Score showed that the two results
were significantly different. The proposed one
reduced the "pepper and salt" very well. It also
showed some improvement on the Kappa index, al-
though both had low classification accuracy because
of the limitation of photograph date, topographic
effect, mono channel, etc.
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Kyoto Review of Southeast Asia: Issue 3

Issue 3 (March 2003) of the Kyoto Review of
Southeast Asia is titled "Nations and Other Stories."
(http://kyotoreview.cseas.kyoto-u.ac.jp) It focuses on
the historiography of nation-states in Southeast Asia
and the alternative narratives and lives that have
been marginalized by them. Review essays onThailand
and Indonesia survey recent methodological and
political challenges to nationalist historiography, to
Indonesiasentris in the latter case. Those on Malaysia
and the Philippines examine particular attempts to
open new ways of discussing the past, of communalism
in Malaysia and of the development of a Philippine
perspective in history and the social
Related features highlight memoirs of participants in
their nation's histories and short reviews note recent
work on Indonesia, Vietnam, and the Philippines.

A feature focus on Research and Documentation
includes articles on Southeast Asian studies in
China, Philippine holdings at the National Museum

sciences.

of Ethnology (Minpaku), information technology
and the study of history, Chinese heritage centers in
Singapore and Malaysia, Japanese scholarship on
communism in East and Southeast Asia, and an in-
troduction to diplomatic documents of the Ryukyu
Kingdom and its contacts with China, Japan, Korea,
and Southeast Asia.

Three translated reprints represent writing by
prominent historians of Thailand and Indonesia.
Charnvit Kasetsiri's "Thailand-Cambodia: A Love-
Hate Relationship" discusses the long history behind
the violence which culminated in the recent burning
of the Royal Thai Embassy in Phnom Penh. Nidhi
Eoseewong's essay, "The Thai Cultural Constitution,"
is one of a series which uses historical perspective
to analyze modern society and politics. And Asvi
Warman Adam writes about the place of the Chinese
in Indonesian historical memory.

(Reported by Donna J. Amoroso)
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Fieldnotes

Patricio N. Abinales

Without knowledge of or sensitivity to the politics of
a given "area,” any a fieldwork-based investiga-
tion will inevitably encounter problems. For to go
around "smelling the roses" while pretending that
the garden where the roses are growing is bereft of
history and politics smacks of naivete that often
deter rather than enhance knowledge.

And the consequences can often go beyond just
mere academic oversight, and conclusions based on
a de-contextualized fieldwork can sometimes become
the empirical foundations from whence an "intellec-
tual tradition" on this area would emerge. And once
public policy and media catch on to this tradition, it
becomes virtually impossible to correct the initial
misimpressions for they have as they are now em-
bedded in popular culture.

Take the case of the description of Davao City
in the eastern portion the southern Philippine island
of Mindanao as a war zone. This description has
now spread all over the rest of the country, and
here in Japan, academics, media people and public
intellectuals have given to describing the breakdown
there as inherent in its being a frontier zone of the
country. But oddly, before someone bombed its inter-
national airport last March 4, one could actually de-
scribe Davao City as a successful "peace zone."

Mayor Rodrigo Duterte, the city's tough-talking
leader, was, until March 5, able to get the various
armed groups that litter that part of our country to
agree to leave Davao alone. He sought out leaders of
the Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP), the
Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF), politicians
and their private armies, and even the Abu Sayyaf,
to convince them to regard Davao City as a "rest-
and-recreation" zone. In exchange for not being ar-
rested or harassed by the government and the AFP
should they visit Davao for "R&R," these forces were
not to disturb the local peace.

And they all appeared to agree. While legal or-
ganizations of the communists did their usual petty
miniscule protests, Davao was largely peaceful, with
Duterte ruling with a firm hand and with popular
approbation. The city became a case of unusual case
of successful social engineering. Duterte had crafted
an unusual brand of populism that combines a "man
of the people" type of approach to politicking with
an astute balancing of different political interests to
maintain order.

Fieldwork and Conflict: Notes from a Davao Visit

It is this populism that enabled draconian mea-
sures like the extra-judicial killings of drug pushers
allegedly by Duterte's men and an unprecedented
citywide ban on cigarette smoking to be imple-
mented with hardly a protest from human rights
groups. It is also this kind of politics that allowed
Duterte to bring together diverse groups, from the
extreme Left to the most cacique of local politics, to
the March 14 "March for Peace." Watching the
march, I could not help but appreciate once more
how protective Dabawenos are of their city.
Manilenos and Cebuanos could only watch with
envy.

Duterte however is no Joseph Estrada. While
their styles of dealing with the poor seem no differ-
ent, the former's intelligence was clearly miles apart
from the then San Juan mayor. His approach to ne-
gotiating some modus vivendi between his city and
the different armed groups indicate a certain politi-
cal sensitivity to how they operated. His intimate re-
lations with communist revolutionaries, active and
expelled, and with Muslim communities (a daughter
is married to the Muslim) allow him to also speak
their language, understand their politics, and thus
negotiate with them in ways the rebels would appre-
ciate.

To the local communists, Duterte could easily be
top united front material. None of the activists I
talked to ever referred to Duterte as a Kkiller, a
human rights violator, or a potential local fascist.
Instead, in conversations with them you get the
sense that they are his friends; a casual intimacy
you rarely encounter in leftwing coalition politics at
the national level. Which partly explains why — of
all the anti-war groups in the city — it is the
Stalinists who are most discomfited by Duterte's
recent pro-American sentiments. How could he, when
he was always "with us"?

What is notable here is that if left pretty much
alone, local politicians with vision (no matter how
flawed as some suggest Duterte is) can actually do
something right for their constituents. And for
Davao, which already has had long history of being
in the middle of local and national conflicts, the fact
that a de facto "peace zone" once thrived under
Duterte may be a good indicator that we — as a
people — are actually capable of changing.

More importantly, this peculiar realization of a
project that peace advocates have been trying all

their life to attain for most of the war-torn /7



N\ countryside, and by someone who is often associated

with a more severe kind of rule, further shows how
more complicated local politics is.

Analysts often refer to local politics as the "rule
of the boss," the strongman, or of the warlord. But if
such is the case, how to categorize Duterte and the
kind of relatively stable regime that he crafted? Can
a strongman with a tendency for ruling on the edge
also have vision? Can one allow some stability and
democracy to thrive (Davao's newspapers are as
pugnacious as their national counterparts) under the
rule of a benevolent "despot"?

At the local level, these heuristic categories used
to describe power by academics and journalist-
reformists seem to be less unambiguous than they

appear to be. Of course, all these may become moot
and academic after the March 4 bombing. The agree-
ment had been broken and Duterte and most of
Davao are angry. But people I interviewed believed
that what happened at the airport was a temporary
aberration. Despite the closeness of the war zones,
once the suspects are surrendered or Kkilled, Davao
will revert back to its Duterte-ian peace.

This unusual optimism is the complete opposite
to the hysteria in Manila. The fear in the capital has
been matched by an incredible sanguinity at the
local. Which goes to show how supremely ignorant
the imperial capital is of local goings-on.

(Associate Professor of CSEAS)
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More Understanding of the Moken Sea Nomads"
3H19H Supang Chantavanich (Ja]) "The Complexity
of Human Trafficking: Reviews of Evidences from
Southeast Asia Contributing to Reconceptualization”
\V/ Pasuk Phongpaichit ( [d] )
Corruption in Thailand"

3 H28H Suthiphand Chirathivat ([5]) "Governance
and Economic Integration in a Global Economy: The
Experience of the EU and Challenges for ASEAN"
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Minister Thaksin on Asian Bond) "Thailand's Dual
Track Policy and a Paradigm Shift in Regional
Cooperation and Coordination"

(Chulalongkorn
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"Towards

"Populism  and
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"Arabs in Nineteenth Century Java: Cultural
Diversity, Race and the Colonial State"
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Enterprises: From State Leadership to International

Consensus"

@ Seminar on "Mountainous Areas of Mainland
Southeast Asia" 11H1H

Contemporary Changes in Northern Mountain

Region of Vietnam

Dao Minh Truong (Vietnam National University)
"Five Decades of Human Impact on Vegetation
Cover in Vietnam's Northern Mountain Region"\V/
Tran Duc Vien (& v % —#E AW E) "Nutrient
Balance of a Composite Swiddening Agroecosystem
in Vietnam's Northern Mountain Region" \V/ Neil
Jamieson (Ja]) "The Human Dimension: Toward a
More Integrated Analysis"
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<Visitors' Views>

STATE ENTERPRISE:
NATIONALISM VERSUS GLOBALISM

By Yasmin Sungkar

State enterprise is a universal
phenomenon in the economic
systems of nations. In late-
industrializing countries in par-
ticular, state enterprises were

often established to undertake

\ / investment where the private
cific public needs. Since the 1980s, privatization has
been strongly recommended in countries when exter-
nal price shocks abruptly cause fiscal and debt
crises. In this context, the loss-making public enter-
prises have been a particularly conspicuous drain on
government resources, and privatization has been
promoted as the best answer to the problems.

What forces kept Indonesia's state enterprises
going? First, the vested interests of officials. Since
the Presidential decrees and numerous ministerial

sector was weak or to serve spe-

rulings on the reform of state companies during the
1980s and early 1990s have remained virtually
unenforced for the past 10 years, these measures
have posed little threat to state bureaucrats collud-
ing with state firm managers. The management of
state enterprises without public accountability or
transparency continues unabated, enabling officials
to allocate contracts and distributorships. Second,
state enterprises remain important sources of off-
budget finance. Historically, bureaucrats have used
state companies as cash cows to support the ruling
party, powerful lobbying groups, and their cronies.

Yet the Ministry of Empowerment of State
Enterprises is sending a strong message that the na-
tion's privatization program will be accelerated.
Furthermore, there is an indication that strategic
foreign investors would be given a say in the man-
agement of the state-owned companies. This may
explain why some bureaucrats have been trying
hard to oppose privatization. Privatization also
frightens workers who assume that it means layoffs.
Thus, although the public has demanded transpar-
ency and a brake on monopolies, the rush of reform
has created a backlash.

The question of who should own strategic state
economic assets is still a contested issue. Economic
nationalism remains central despite the burden on
the state budget. Despite increasing pressure for
changes in Indonesian economic policy, and despite

the urgent need for increased foreign exchange, suc-
cessful reform still faces daunting obstacles in the
shape of vested interests. Surely one of the reasons
that the post-Suharto reform process continues to
flounder is the challenge faced by crucial social in-
stitutions — the banks, judiciary, bureaucracy, and
army — in finding legitimate sources of power and
wealth. If obliged overnight to forego their reliance
on collusion, corruption, and nepotism, they would
effectively cease to exist. The rational course, then,
is to continue conducting business as usual.

Reformists within these organizations may legiti-
mately aspire to a departure from past patterns of
corruption on a moral basis, yet daily exigencies, un-
surprisingly, work to stop them from committing in-
stitutional suicide. In the broader context, the
current crisis, which seemed likely to impose in-
creasing pressure for reform, will not necessarily
result in a transition to a liberal market. It may
simply lead to further retreat into nationalist and
populist solutions harkening back to the spirit (real
and imaginatively remembered) of newly-appointed
President Megawati's father. Whether this third post-
Suharto president will succeed where her predeces-
sors did not will not soon be known.

(Visiting Research Fellow)

REFLECTIONS
By Chalong Soontravanich

My first contact with a profes-
sor of CSEAS was with the late
Koichi Mizuno Sensei in the
mid-1970s when my research in-
terest turned to the
history of modern Isan or
Northeast Thailand. During that
initial phase of my research, I
came across a few references to Professor Mizuno's
anthropological research papers on Thai society, es-
pecially that of his village of Don Daeng, so I wrote
him with a request for bibliographical information
on his other research publications and any other
suggestions he may have. Only two to three weeks
later, I got a reply from him together with a
package of most of his English language discussion
papers as well as offprints of his published journal
articles. What impressed me most, however, was his
letter to me which was written in a very nice, polite
and encouraging tone. He expressed a wish to meet
with me in Thailand sometime in the near future to

social




discuss further my research interest in Isan social
history and that of his own work. I regret to this
day that his tragic and untimely death at that
young age robbed me of the chance to meet with,
and to know in person, a young, bright and kind
Japanese scholar of Thai studies whom I could only
admire and appreciate from afar via his written
words.

It was more than two decades after my corre-
spondence with the late Professor Mizuno that I was
offered a chance to visit CSEAS here in Kyoto. In
the mid-1970s, when my exposure to and reading of
works on Southeast Asian Studies was rather
limited, I sensed that the concept of Southeast Asian
Studies as an area studies that was being pursued
by Kyodai Tonanken was rather unique. I have had
since the impression that area studies as pursued by
CSEAS is in a category of its own, very different
from what I have been familiar with, first in my
own country, Thailand, and later in Australia.

In Thailand, back in the 1970s, most of the few
Southeast Asianists in local universities were either
(in much lesser number)
French-educated, and their major disciplines were
within the domains of mainstream social sciences
and humanities, such as history, archaeology and art
history, politics, international relations, economics,
sociology and anthropology, linguistics, and lan-
guage and literature. I suppose this (with geography
included) is the most typical Anglo-American model
of area studies, the one followed by Cornell,
Wisconsin, Michigan, SOAS, ANU, Monash and
ISEAS in Singapore, to name but a few.

To my understanding,
please forgive me!) the model as followed by Kyodai
Tonanken is closer to that of Continental Europe, in
particular the French and the Dutch idea of an area
studies. Perhaps because of their peculiar Imperialist/
Colonialist experience in Asia and elsewhere, they
(the French and the Dutch) tend to emphasize
equally, if not more, the physical conditions of the
area under study; they are not heavily biased
towards cultural and social conditions as in the case
of the Anglo-American tradition of area studies.
Engineering  (civil/irrigation) and agricultural
science feature quite prominently in their research
agenda; not simply as part of policy oriented or
applied research projects for development planning/
social engineering purposes, but in order to under-
stand much better its past socio-politico-economic
and cultural development. Many past and current re-
search projects of faculty staff members of Kyodai
Tonanken are obviously in this same line.

During the first few weeks of my current
sojourn at Kyodai Tonanken, I didn't have to finish

British-, American- or

(and if I am wrong,

anything as part of my commitment and could
therefore browse at my own leisure on the home
page of Tonanken to get acquainted with my new
colleagues and their academic training and speciali-
zation. It was only then I discovered that Tonanken
has actually gone far beyond other major research
schools or centers of Southeast Asian Studies in its
concept of area studies. Not only have quite a
number of faculty members of Tonanken done pro-
fessional training in civil/irrigation engineering and
agricultural science and have more or less effec-
tively blended their particular academic disciplines
into the multi/inter approach to
Southeast Asian Studies nicely, but Tonanken even
boasts a few faculty members originally trained in
medical science, health science, and microbiology
who, it seems to me, have rather comfortably
applied their respective disciplines for the benefit of
Southeast Asian Studies. This broad disciplinary ap-
proach to area studies is unheard of in many places.
In Thailand, a few decades after area studies was in-

disciplinary

troduced, it is still dominated largely by historians,
political scientists, economists and anthropologists.
Neither a serious dialogue on area studies nor a
joint multi/inter disciplinary approach in its true
sense have been attempted between social and
human scientists on the one hand and engineers and
natural scientists on the other. I suppose that is true
in other academic communities in the west as well
as in the east.

I hope I will learn more during the next few
months, through dialogues with my colleagues here,
about the current research agenda of CSEAS, as well
as its strengths (and perhaps weaknesses?) and the
strategy that has
(Visiting Research Fellow)

research and administrative

brought it this far.

PAPER FOLDING AND REGIONALISM
By Sumit Mandal

I was barely in my teens, some-
time in the early 1970s, when I
became fascinated by origami
after reading an article in the
Digest. Like good
British postcolonials, my parents
subscribed to popular English
language magazines such as the
Digest, Time and so forth. Around the time I learned
about origami, my mother was dabbling with
itkebana, at the Young Women's Christian
Association (YWCA). Through these utterly Western
(or rather American) and Christian enterprises, my
family was exposed to something Japanese other

Reader's



than Mitsubishi, Sony, Canon and Prime Minister
Tanaka.

In Malaysia in the 1970s, people were picking
Toyota and Datsun over the natural choice for the
longest time: Austin and Morris. All around me, I
heard that Japanese cars were nothing but dispos-
able tin cans compared to the dependability of the
British makes. People bought these tin cans never-
theless, and by 1974, Japanese companies in
Southeast Asia were believed to be sufficiently in-
trusive to result in protests across national borders.
My mother and I, however, were exposed to a Japan
beyond cars and electronic products.

One day, origami was made real for me by a
Japanese woman who moved into the neighborhood.
My mother invited her over. She was the wife of an
executive at Daihatsu or some other company,
perhaps one of the first waves of Japanese execu-
tives to the region. She could barely conceal her ex-
citement upon encountering a boy excited about
origami. We put aside the Digest and she showed me
herself how to fold a crane on the tea table in my
mother's living room.

Like most kids when I was growing up, I was a
big fan of Ultra Man. There was not much else
Japanese on TV. Kids today are exposed to Japanese
creativity in much greater variety —everything from
anime and Doraemon to Nintendo Game Boy.
Cultural and intellectual exchanges have advanced
considerably at the same time. The arts as well as
social and environmental activism far outstrip aca-
demic connections in terms of their overall impact
and collaborative energies.

Just as I forgot Ultra Man, I forgot how to make
the crane as I left my teens behind. I relearned the
crane only in my twenties from a book I found in a
New York City book shop. Now I know it by heart.

In a world in which realpolitik rules and eco-
nomic growth is the motor, my crane may matter
little. Or does it? Few would openly dismiss the arts,
social activism and so forth, even origami. After all,
these are all things that are naturally good, right?
Still, there are few who see just how significant they
are. Like women, the arts must be respected and
valued, never understated openly. Their real signifi-
cance nevertheless remains grossly underacknowl-
edged and elusive.

One of the illusions of the powerful is that their
politics alone matters. Paying attention to other
social actors, like women, reveals just how signifi-
cant other kinds of power may be. Challenging
Southeast Asia: Comparing
Indonesia and Malaysia (Routledge Curzon, May
2003), edited by Ariel Heryanto and myself, tries to
critically evaluate the work of a whole range of

Authoritarianism  in

social actors. (I wish to express my gratitude to the
CSEAS as the final stages of this book were com-
pleted in Kyoto during my Fellowship).

Southeast Asia-Japan links in the arts, to name
but one area, make radical regional assertions with
productive results. Theatre, dance and other kinds of
collaboration are dynamically connecting the dots
for a different-looking region. Although these asser-
tions take shape slowly and on the fringes of regu-
larized
significant, substantial and lasting connections.

Perhaps there is something after all to learning
how to fold paper (from a woman).

(Visiting Research Fellow)

channels of power, they can produce

BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION
IN VIETNAM

By Dao Trong Hung

Although its forest area has
been drastically reduced over
the past 50 years,
retains a very diverse flora. Up
to the year 2000, 13,786 species
of plant had been identified, in-
cluding

Vietnam

- 9,812 species of Magnolophyta/Angiospermae

- 793 species of Bryophyta

- 664 species of Polypodiophyta

- 63 species of Pinophyta/Gymnospermae

- 57 species of Lycopodiophyta

- 2 species of Psilotophyta

- 2 species of Equisetophyta

- 2,393 species of lower order plant such as

algae, fungus, etc.

There are more than 2,000 wood species, 3,000
medicinal plant species, more than 100 bamboo
species and 50 species of rattan.

By the estimation of botanists, the flora of
Vietnam may contain up to 20,000 species of
Cormobionta (high order plants). Among them there
are species used for medicine, food, timber, essential
oil, and fodder, but certainly, the uses of many
species are not yet known to scientists.

Moreover, the flora species of Vietnam have
high endemicity. Endemic species make up more
than 40 percent of total plant species in Vietnam
[Thai Van Trung, Tropical Forest Vegetation of
Vietnam
Technology Publishing House, 1980]. Most endemic
species are concentrated in the following four areas:

* The Hoang Lien Son high mountain range in
the north,

(in Vietnamese). Hanoi: Science and



* The Ngoc Linh high mountain range in the

Central Highland,

* The Lam Vien plateau in the south, and
* The Truong Son North rain forest range in the

Central part of Vietnam.

Many local endemic species are found only in
small areas and have small populations. Usually,
these species are very rare because the forests where
they are found have been fragmented into small
patches and have been severely overexploited.

In humid tropical forests, no one species domi-
nates and each species is generally represented by
only a few individuals. This makes these species ex-
ceedingly vulnerable to human exploitation. This is
the present situation of precious wood trees such as
po mu (Fokiena hodginkii), thuy tung (Glyptostrobus
pensilis), cam lai (Dalbergia bariaensis), hoang dan
(Cupressus  terbulosa), bach xanh  (Calocedrus
macrolepsis), etc.

The fauna of Vietnam is also composed of many
species, many of which are endemic. There are many
animal species that have high value from both eco-
nomic and conservation standpoints, such as the ele-
phant, tiger, panther, gibbon, Java rhinoceros, langur,
bull, wild buffalo, Sambar deer, Sika deer, masked
palm civet, snub-nosed monkey, wild oxen, fresh
water crocodile, pheasant, peacock, and the python
and other snakes.

In recent years, many species of new large
mammals have been discovered, such as sao la
(Pseudoryx nghetinhensis), a deer with a long horn,
mang lon (Megamuntiacus vuquangensis), mang truong
son (Canimuntiacus truongsonensis), two new kinds
of muntjac, and Pseudonovibos spiralis.

During the last 10 years, the Government has
adopted many guidelines and policies for nature pro-
tection in upland areas. These include documents on
the establishment and management of forests and
nature reserves, supporting policies for nature pro-
tection, documents on management and protection of
rare and precious flora and fauna species, and docu-
ments on identification of entities in charge of forest
land use and management as well as protection of
forestry resources. In addition, reforestation has been
strengthened with the establishment of a system of
specialised forests and protective forests. At present,
there are 23 national parks, more than 100 nature
reserves and cultural and historic forest sites.

A big factor favoring biodiversity conservation
in Vietnam is that great efforts by both the State
and the people can be funded at relatively low cost.
However, many difficulties remain: hunger and
poverty of local upland residents; population in-
crease in and around conservation areas; widespread
illegal trading in timber and wildlife; low awareness

of the people; lack of a harmonious combination of
preservation and development both in the legal in-
struments of the State and in actual activities; and
the shortage of management skills of the people in
charge of nature protection.
biodiversity is to be effectively protected, measures
must be taken to overcome these difficulties.
(Visiting Research Fellow)

If Vietnam's rich

THE INTRIGUE OF THE
JAPANESE LANGUAGE

By Lee Hua Seng

el HANTE & Lo, BE
TINARERIZZEL DI SIE,
"Watashi wa nankai mo Nihon e
ikimashita. Zannen desu ga
nihongo wa yoku
wakaranai." 1 have been to
Japan on many occasions but
my knowledge of the Japanese
language is still poor.

That is the phrase I picked up in a book on the
study of the Japanese language and have been
saying ever since. It must have been more than five
years ago that I picked up that phrase. However, for
me the phrase is still valid. For an oriental like me,
not being able to speak Japanese is something not
easy for many Japanese people to accept, especially
at depato, supa, kissaten, etc. From the myriad books
that my wife Dianne and I bought over the years on
learning the Japanese language, we have of course
picked up a fair amount of vocabulary. In addition,

mada

Dianne and I had attended a few classes on elemen-
tary Japanese in our hometown Kuching in
Malaysia. But the classes never seem to sustain
themselves. Hence our lack of progress.

I have the advantage of knowing a fair number
of kanji characters. So using public transport like
the buses from Shugakuin to the city or taking the
Hankyu Line to Kobe does not pose much of a
problem. (Incidentally why is it called Juso, on the
line to Sannomiya, when the kanji characters read
Ju-san?) I had also taken the trouble to master
hiragana, a big help especially in eating places.
Knowledge of hiragana and some kanji certainly
widens the repertory of dishes to order. My knowl-
edge of katakana is probably about 75%, which also
helps when it comes to shopping for toiletry, deter-
gents and such items. But Japanese pronunciation of
foreign words and the subsequent rendition in
katakana is another subject to write about. Since my
arrival in Japan for this tenure at CSEAS, I have
managed to learn ifi (nami—regular), K& (omori —



big serving) and K (tokudai — extra big serving)
in ramen shops (one of my favorite haunts). This
helps me order the appropriate amount to satisfy my
particular level of hunger. There is another serving
called mini, which is not too difficult to figure out.
But lately a new dimension crept in after an order
"Kotteri  (thick soup)?; mnegi (spring
onion)?; ninniku (garlic)?" I was asked. How should
I answer? Strength of soup I know (kotteri for thick
and sappari for light) but do I say "yes or no" or
"more or less" to the onion and garlic questions?
How do I answer in Japanese? That's my next topic
of research.

We have also come to realize the folly of asking
such questions as "Kochira wa nan desu ka" or
saying something in the little bit of nihongo that we
know when shopping, for we would often be
deluged with an incomprehensible barrage. Safer to
say "Nihongo ga dekimasen” and launch into sign lan-
guage.

Before I left for Kyoto, I had told my Japanese
friends in Sarawak that "Nihon ni iru toki nihongo ga
shinpo shitai" (while in Japan I hope to improve my
Japanese). We sought help to identify Japanese lan-
guage teaching institutions or private instructors
near Shugakuin. But unfortunately nothing suitable
has materialized as yet. It would be a pity if my
knowledge of the Japanese language does not
improve. In relation to my research at CSEAS, I re-
cently searched the NACSIS Webcat for publications
on medicinal plants. Quite a significant number of
books and publications from outside Japan were
located. A search of publications on medicinal plants
in Japan so far only yielded nine items, six available
in Kyoto but all written in Japanese. A comparative
study of medicinal plants in Asia alone warrants
some knowledge of the Japanese language.

In 1978 when I first came to Japan I bought a
book written by an American called Don Maloney
entitled Japan: It's Not All Raw Fish. It is an interest-
ing account of his life in Japan after being trans-
ferred from his head office in Chicago to work in
Tokyo and the exasperation of his encounter with
Japanese customs and language. Things haven't
really changed much from what Don Maloney expe-
rienced. On the subway ride from Kokusaikaikan to
Kyoto for instance, how is it that all the announce-
ments in Japanese concerning the existence of
driving schools, Chinese restaurants, the position of
elevators in some stations, which side the train door

of ramen.

will open on, prohibition on the use of handphones,
thanking everybody for using the subway and many
other things translate into English simply as "The
next stop is..."? Intriguing!

So how do I go about "Nihongo o shinpo

shimasu" over the next few months? #t #HZ CTF
S W, I should ask my Japanese colleagues not to
hesitate to say something to me in Japanese some-
time. Only that when you do, @ 5 D > T F& L,
(Visiting Research Fellow)

ONSEN: EQUALITY AND OPENNESS
IN JAPANESE SOCIETY

By Chantanee Panishpon

Before arriving in Japan, I had
always heard that the most sig-
nificant characteristic of the
Japanese people was an absence
of self-expression to strangers,
especially to foreigners 1 dare
say, which could possibly result
in misunderstandings between
them and people from entirely different cultures.
Accordingly, I had always believed that the Japanese
would reveal neither their emotions nor their bodies
to unfamiliar persons. This illusion came to an end
when I had an opportunity live among the Japanese
people.

One day in early March, my friends asked me to
take a trip to Shirahama, which is extremely famous
for its omsen or hotspring bath. They told me this
town was too crowded during the summer with
tourists who wanted to enjoy the omnsen at the
seaside. Springtime was therefore a better time for
us to go. In fact, I knew that Shirahama had beauti-
ful scenery, such as the Shirarahama beach, where
white sand is imported from Australia, and Isogi-
koen, a park with a panoramic view of the Pacific
Ocean and its terrific rocky coast. I eagerly agreed
to travel with them.

It was raining when we started our journey and
we were caught in a storm while driving to
Shirahama, so we were not able to take an onsen at
the beach. However, we did not miss this activity
since the hotel where we stayed overnight also had
an omsen. You could choose any kind you liked,
indoor or outdoor. The outdoor onsen was very nice
and romantic, located on the terrace with a daytime
view of the glittering ocean below and a nighttime
view of the starlight sky above. I fell in love with
this hotspring at first sight.

At nightfall, my friends suggested we go to the
onsen because there were few people then. We went
to the bath to clean and wash our hair before taking
the onsen. 1 became reluctant when I saw four ladies
in the room. All were naked. This was the first time
I saw naked people in public. While I stood indeci-
sively, a young Japanese woman entered the room.



She seemed surprised to see me wearing clothes.
Smiling, she introduced herself and asked if I came
from Thailand. I asked her how she could guess.

"I have many Thai friends because I have been
to Thailand many times. I know that Thais are very
shy and not comfortable being naked,” she said
while taking off her clothes. She did this naturally
and did not mind if I looked at her. "Please feel free
to do this. Everybody does and they will do nothing
to make you feel unhappy."

Finally, I just undressed and walked to the
onsen with her. In the bathtub, there were other four
women sitting there — three were Japanese and one
was European. They smiled and said konmbanwa to
us. Their friendliness made me feel much more
relaxed.

My new friend told me that Japanese people are
very fond of taking onsen because it was supposed
to be good for the health as well as for recreation.

In my opinion, onsen is good not only for the
health, but to foster a close relationship with family
and friends. I saw a mother and her teenage daugh-
ter at the omsen together. The mother rubbed her
daughter's back while they talked and laughed.
Though I could not understand what they said, I
knew from their body language that they were
talking about something funny. My Japanese friend

told me they were talking about the daughter's love
affair. It was very interesting to see a mother and
her teenage child spend time together like this.
Surely this relaxed atmosphere would help them
talk to each other about anything, the daughter's
boyfriend, for example, her hair style, or even how
to have safe sex. Straight and open communication
was the result. If you can reveal your naked body to
anyone, it seems likely you can open your mind as
well. No secrets should be kept in such a place.

Visiting the omsen not only gave me real plea-
sure and a new friendship, but revealed another
vision of Japanese culture. Beyond a way of taking
a bath, the onsen and its traditional manner may be
considered a symbol of equality and openness in
Japanese society. Anyone who comes into the onsen
must take everything off — their clothes, their social
status, even their nationality — and leave it behind.
No rich man, no poor man, no races, everybody is
the same while they are in the same pool. You may
say it's like John Lennon's song "Imagine."

The experience I had in the Shirahama Onsen
certainly made me understand the Japanese people
better than before. In fact, they are not closed as we
expected, but really free to open themselves in the
right place and at the right time.

(Visiting Research Fellow)
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