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© “Re-periodizing Philippine History” by Patricio N.
Abinales, May 27, 2004.

The lecture explored the recurring dilemma of state-society
relations in the Philippines, where the state is characterized
by persistent weakness and ineffectual governance due to its
capture by sectoral interests, especially political clans who
use government office as a source of booty. While society
regularly calls for better governance, efforts to strengthen state
institutions often run afoul of Filipinos’ enduring resistance to
centralization borne of experience with state rapaciousness and
tyranny. The lecture engages this dilemma through a historical
treatment of state formation, focusing on how the state has
shaped society and been shaped in turn by its interaction with

social forces.

© “A Look Ahead at the Coming Presidential Election in
Indonesia” by Shiraishi Takashi, June 24, 2004.

With the Indonesian presidential election scheduled for
July 5, this colloquium discussed the chances of the different
candidates—Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono, Megawati, Wiranto,
Amien Rais, and Hamzah Haz—to proceed to the second round
on September 20. Based on public opinion survey data collected
by Lembaga Survey Indonesia, it was predicted that Susilo
Bambang Yudhoyono (SBY) and Megawati would compete in
the second round, although it was too early to say anything

definite about the final outcome of the election.
© “Institutions and Law Enforcement in Indonesia: Industrial
Conlflict Resolution by Musyawarah or Rule of Law?” by

Mizuno Kosuke, July 9, 2004.

This study analyzed a case of industrial conflict that resulted

in the formation of a stable industrial relations system at a
garment company in West Java. It focused on the rules of
industrial relations and the strategies of the parties involved
in order to see the relationship between law enforcement and
institution building. This case showed that even without effective
law enforcement, or with weak law enforcement, institutions
that support economic development—stable industrial relations
in this case—can still be built. Continuing negotiations
and communication are important to the achievement of
Nash equilibrium/institution building. Creative strategies of
negotiation include violating the law; even violence may evoke
a collaborative response from an opposite party and result in

stabilizing industrial relations.

© “Indonesian Chinese Popular Fiction from 1903 to 1942”
by Caroline S. Hau, September 24, 2004.

‘This study analyzes Indonesian-Chinese (peranakan) popular
fiction from 1903 to 1942. Peranakan reflections on, and
anxieties about, identity and society are captured by recurring
themes of desire and romance, class and ethnic relations and
tensions, the ambiguous status of women, the allure and danger
of money, and political and social struggles specific to the
Indonesian-Chinese experience. They point to an emergent
Indonesian-Chinese cultural consciousness made possible by the
transformation of the Indonesian-Chinese socio-economic order
in light of changes in Dutch colonial policies and practices, the
growth of Indies (and overseas Chinese) nationalism, and the

formation of an incipient print culture.

© “Redefining Librarianship” by Kitamura Yumi, October 28,
2004.

Library users often ask why Japanese libraries and librarians
are not as good as their American counterparts. Although there
are several differences between the two, most people do not
discuss the different definition of “librarianship” in the two
countries. In Japan, “librarianship” is used to refer to the practice
of librarians or the functions of libraries. “Librarianship” would
make better sense, however, if defined as the philosophy or
ideology developed and applied in modern American society.
This presentation reviews how “librarianship” was established in
the United States and how it was adopted and disseminated in
Asia.
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Report on Seminars )

@ “JSPS Core University Seminar”
11 H 8 H Srawooth Paitoonpong (Thailand Development Re-
search Institute) “Thailand’s Cross Border Economy: A Case
Study of Sa Kaeo and Chaing Rai”
@ Special Seminar of “State, Market and Community Study
Group”
3 H 26 H Zamroni Salim (Research Centre for Economics,
Indonesian Institute of Sciences) The Analysis of Intra-
Industry Trade between Indonesia and Japan: A Case Study in
Manufactured and Agricultural Products”
7 A 6 H Riwanto Tirtosudarmo (Visiting Professor, Research
Institute for Language and Cultures of Asia and Africa, Tokyo
University of Foreign Studies) “Living in Disguise? Minahasan
Community in Oarai, Ibaraki”
11 H 4 A Siti Sugiah Machfud Mugniesyah (Center for Wom-
en's Study Bogor Agricultural University) “Women’s Access to
Land in Sundanese Community (The Case of Upland Peasant
Households in Kemang Village West Java, Indonesia)”
@ Special Seminar
4 H 20 H Pipat Patanaponpaiboon (Visiting Research Fellow,
CSEAS) “A Case for Mangrove Forest Rehabilitaion” ; Aung
Than (ditto) “Sustainable Tropical Forest Management:
Myanmar Perspectives” V' 5 H 24 H Jeffrey Hadler (University
of California, Berkeley) “Translations of Antisemitism: Jews, the
Chinese, and Violence in Colonial and Postcolonial Indonesia”
V' 5 A 28 H Porphant Ouyyanont (Visiting Research Fellow,
CSEAS) “Aspects of Bangkok’s Growth in the 19th and 20th
Centuries” V' 6 A 11 H Nicola Tannenbaum (ditto) “Thong-
makhsan, Northwestern Thailand, Through Time: Life and
Livelihood 1977-2003” \ 6 H 25 H Ukrist Pathmanand
(ditto) “Big Four Telecoms, Thaksin Regime and Democracy
in Thailand” VV 7 H 2 H Khin Lay Swe (ditto) “Cropping-
Pattern Approach to the Dry Land Agriculture in Kyaukpadaung
Township, Dry Zone, Central Myanmar” V' 9 A 27 H Nguyen
Van Viet (ditto) “Efficient Management of Natural Resources
for Sustaining Agriculture in the Sloping Land of Northern
Vietnam by Participatory Watershed Research and Application”
V 10 A 15 B Hjorleifur R. Jonsson (ditto)  “Forests, Bad
Roads, and Democracy: Interpreting an Unsuccessful Protest”
V 10 A 19 H Nordin Hussin (ditto) “Malay Traders in the
Straits of Melaka 1780s to 1790s”
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Southeast Asian Studies 42(1)

The Comparative Economic Performance of Malaysia: An
Analysis. Yoshihara Kunio W Configuring an Ideal Self through
Maintaining a Family Network: Northern Thai Factory
Women in an Industrializing Society. Michinobu Ryoko W The
Economic Crisis and Rural Households in Thailand: Impact
and Response. Sukaesinee Subhadhira, Suchint Simaraks,

and Somjai Srila ¥ Introducing the

and Awareness. Somluckrat Grandstaff and Waraporn Srisupan
V Forest, Ethnicity and Settlement in the Mountainous Area
of Northern Laos. Yokoyama Satoshi W [ % 1 O &kIE & K
1% 1941 ~ 1957 Tk ) A & RS Al —ER W
[UIKEZE RO & H—m I & A IZB T 5
FAEE &I i Y Ao orfe T4 21
BB — RRIULDBLRIP AT A  RRT T« WA
U 2t OERE] e x AMEVERE (Book Review) Mary
P. Callahan, Making Enemies: War

Cultivation of Medicinal Plants and Wild

Fruits in Forest Rehabilitation Operations

Hik=21—X

and State Building in Burma. 78
572V BLHE 15 (Field Report)

Publication News

on Former Shifting Cultivation Sites in

Notes on a Discussion with Young

Sarawak Malaysia: Issues and Challenges.

Hua Seng Lee ¥ [ 7 4 A O RFEIREATIZ BT 2 /K4t
B4RV | ATV ETE (Book Review) Aris Ananta, Evi
Nurvidya Arifin, and Leo Suryadinata, Indonesian Electoral
Behaviour: A Statistical Perspective. Riwanto Tirtosudarmo V/
Bl i@ {5 (Field Report) Notes on Indonesian-Chinese and
Filipino-Chinese Literature. Caroline S. Hau

O TREA7OTHRI 24525

Southeast Asian Studies 42(2)

Agropesticide Contract Sprayers in Central Thailand: Health Risks

Southeast Asian Intellectuals. Patricio

N. Abinales

OEHEE L 1) —X (Research Report Series)

B No.101. Abe Shigeyuki and Bhanupong Nidhiprabha, eds.
2004. State, Market, Society, and Economic Cooperation in Asia:
JSPS-NRCT Core University Report.

B No.102. Poranee Sirichote. 2004. Thai Rare Books in Thai
Database of CSEAS Library: The Early Period up to 1922 A.D.
(2465 B.E.)

Kyoto Review of Southeast Asia

Issue 6 of the Kyoto Review of Southeast Asia will highlight
commentaries, features, and reviews on the theme “Elections,
Selections, and Statesmen in Southeast Asia” It will include
a transcript of the April 2004 Bangkok forum “Statesmen
or Managers: Image and Reality of Leadership in Southeast
Asia,” co-sponsored by the Bangkok Liaison Office and
Chulalongkorn University (Political Economy Centre,
Faculty of Economics, and Faculty of Political Science).
The forum featured Benedict Anderson (professor emeritus,
Cornell University), author of the pathbreaking magined
Communities; Pasuk Phongpaichit (Chulalongkorn University),
whose latest work is 7haksin, co-authored with Chris Baker;
Vedi Hadiz (National University of Singapore), co-author
with Richard Robison of a critical study of post-Suharto
Indonesian politics; Francis Loh Kok Wah (University
Sains Malaysia), a scholar who is also active in Aliran, a
prominent democratic voice in Malaysian politics; and Paul
Hutchcroft (University of Wisconsin), known for Booty

Capitalism, his study of patrimonialism in the Philippine

_‘]3_

banking sector.

In keeping with its focus on the recent elections in
Southeast Asia, Issue 6 will translate one or more essays
from Bahasa Indonesia and reprint articles from Kasarinlan
(Third World Studies Center, University of the Philippines).
We extend our gratitude to TWS director Teresa Tadem for
agreeing to this joint venture, which will extend circulation
of Kasarinlan’s special issue on the Southeast Asian
elections.

The editorial board has also released a print edition of
the Kyoto Review containing selected essays from the first
four issues. This edition will be distributed to libraries and
research institutions throughout Southeast Asia, with an
emphasis on institutions outside the capital regions. The
goal is both to introduce the journal as widely as possible
and to assist our counterparts by providing an additional
resource for their teaching and research activities.

(Reported by Patricio N. Abinales)
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AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT IN THE
DRY ZONE OF CENTRAL MYANMAR

By Khin Lay Swe

The Dry Zone is the cultural
heartland of Myanmar, home of
Pagan, a glorious land of pagodas.
When the Pagan dynasty flourished

in the eleventh century, thousands

-

of pagodas were constructed,
possibly with the excessive use of
fuel wood. Since that time, the ever increasing population
combined with unfriendly climatic conditions has led
to over-exploitation of the region’s natural resources.
At present, land degradation and severe soil erosion are
common.

The Dry Zone covers approximately 122,000 square
kilometers. It is characterized by very low and erratic
rainfall and shallow soils of low fertility and low moisture-
holding capacity. This resource-poor area is home to
11.5 million people, mostly subsistent farmers. Improper
agricultural practices, such as cropping patterns and land
preparation, have contributed to the deterioration of the
Dry Zone’s fragile ecosystems. For example, crop residues
are traditionally used for (always scarce) fuel and animal
feed, although this decreases the organic matter and fertility
of the soil. The region is also a “main surplus-producing
area” of pulses and oil-seed crops. To reduce the risk of
entire crop loss, farmers practice multiple cropping, most
prominently mixed-cropping and inter-cropping. Monsoon
sesame or peanut is broadcast between pigeon pea rows,
and pulses are planted as sequential crops after the harvest
of oil-seed crops.

Land use has been pushed far beyond capacity in
pursuit of productivity increases. At the same time, because
there is no functioning policy to cover crop failure, farmers
are not motivated to try higher inputs, the application of

nutrients, or better management techniques. If farmers

continue such practices, agricultural development cannot
be sustained. Measures are urgently needed to enhance
productivity while protecting the environment.

(Visiting Research Fellow)

LIFE IN KYOTO

By Rini Yuliastuti

This is my first visit to Japan. I
feel indebted to CSEAS for en-
abling me to live and work for
six months in Kyoto, famous as
a cultural and university city. In
the CSEAS Library, I am working
on the online cataloging of the
Indonesian book collection, mak-
ing it accessible to researchers, library visitors, and all who
need information through the CSEAS Online Public Access
Catalog. Working at the CSEAS Library is very enjoyable
because of friendly colleagues who hospitably introduce me
to various aspect of Japanese culture. I also have access to
information about Indonesia from journals which are avail-
able in the library, such as Tempo, Gatra, and Forum.

My stay in Kyoto—a beautiful and clean city—is an
unforgettable experience for me. I have enjoyed the Kamo
River, the mountains and museums, the temples and
shrines, and cultural traditions like the Gion Festival, Dai
Monji, and the tea ceremony. I have also traveled to histori-
cal places outside of Kyoto, such as Kanazawa, Kobe, and
Osaka, which have their own cultural traditions. I hope in
the future to have a chance to visit more places in Japan, a
country always concerned to protect its traditions. For all
this, my sincere gratitude goes to the director, professors,
associate professors, researchers, foreign fellows, library visi-
tors, and other colleagues at CSEAS.

(Visiting Research Fellow)
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TROPICAL SEASONALLY DRY FORESTS IN
CONTINENTAL SOUTHEAST ASIA

By Pongsak Sahunalu

Ecological studies of tropical

forests are mostly concentrated

on the wet or humid tropics,

A
!

G/

The tropical seasonally dry forest is not less important

the tropical rain forest. Tropical
seasonally dry forests have been

less well studied. Is this because

they are less attractive or because

of ecologists’ ignorance?

than the wet or humid tropical forest, particularly in
continental Southeast Asian countries. Available data
suggest that in 1996, total forested area in 5 countries
—Thailand, Myanmar, Laos, Vietnam, and Cambodia
—was 92.7 million ha and that the population of these
countries was about 200 million people. These countries
contain protected forest areas amounting to as much as
10.96 million ha, or about 12 percent of the total forested
area, and include all forest types. About 11 percent of
forests under protection schemes are deciduous and semi-
deciduous broadleaved forests, while semi-evergreen moist
broadleaved forest accounts for about 20 percent. These
types of forests are broadly classified and well recognized as
tropical seasonally dry forests.

The protected and unprotected forests of continental
Southeast Asia are among the region’s most precious
natural resources. No one denies that the advancements in
economic growth and living standards enjoyed today owe
much to their exploitation. Seasonally dry forests—such
as mixed deciduous, deciduous dipterocarp, and seasonal
evergreen or semi-evergreen forests—have already been
heavily exploited for timber, but remain vitally important
for their contribution of functional activities and services
to the global environment and to all human beings. If
the problem of climate change is the outcome of tropical
forest disturbance or deforestation, special attention
and conservation of the tropical forest must include the
seasonal dry forest. This pristine forest type deserves special
attention and accelerated ecological studies.

(Visiting Research Fellow)
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A SMART RESEARCH PARTNERSHIP FOR
SUSTAINABLE UPLAND AGRICULTURE
IN VIETNAM

By Nguyen Van Viet

The Vietamese people praise Japan
as a highly developed country
with a very distinguished culture.
In this, my first encounter with
Japans culture and way of life, I

have tried to discover and learn as

much as possible. It has been a
great opportunity for me to be a research fellow at CSEAS
—a dream come true. My strong impression of Kyoto,
the former capital, is of modern style co-existing and
harmonizing with nature. The different festivals, which are
enthusiastically attended by the masses, are an excellent
example of how Japan is able to conserve its culture. In
addition, I have always been impressed by the uniform
forests and high-yielding paddy. It was a great surprise for
me to compare rural villages with urban areas in Japan; it
makes me wonder what Vietnam’s future will look like.

Agriculture is still an important sector of the
Vietnamese economy. The northern mountainous region
plays an important role in this economy and also in
preserving the ecological environment of the country. The
region is known for its rich and diversified culture and holds
the nation’s largest deposits of valuable mineral and energy
resources. However, Vietnam’s high rate of population
growth, deforestation, environmental degradation, poverty,
and low level of economic development are still major
challenges. There is an urgent need for more research grants
to be allocated for agricultural and forestry development in
this region.

One positive sign is the collaborative research
conducted by CSEAS and the Vietnam Agricultural
Science Institute (VASI). Research undertaken by CSEAS
in other Southeast Asian countries has accumulated rich
information on agriculture and forestry. I believe that future
teamwork between VASI and CSEAS—unique in including
both natural and social scientists—would bring many
benefits. Japanese experience with cultural conservation

and economic development contains useful lessons for the



development of Vietnam’s northern mountainous region. I
look forward to a bright future for this smart partnership.

(Visiting Research Fellow)

ISAN INFORMATION IN THE
CSEAS LIBRARY, KYOTO

By Pornpimol Manochai

During my work at CSEAS, I
found that many researchers,
faculty members, and students
were interested in studing about
Thailand, especially Northeast
Thailand or “Isan.” When a

Japanese student asked me one
day for information about the history of northeastern
Thailand, I was very happy to compile a selected
bibliography of Thai books on Isan in the CSEAS library.
“Isan Information in the CSEAS Library” is now available
for all interested users. It is printed and bound in a handy
volume which comprises the bibliography, abstract, and
call number of books on Isan. There are also Title index
(romanized) and Author index users’ tools to access the
information rapidly. I was very glad to have an opportunity
to work here and share local information about Thailand.
If more information about the Northeast is needed, please
feel free to visit the Sirindhorn Isan Information Center.

The Sirindhorn Isan Information Center is a special
collection situated in the Academic Resource Center,
Mahasarakham University. The Center collects and
conserves information relating to Isan culture, traditions,
education, arts, history, literature, and all other aspects
of northeastern Thailand. It uses artifacts of Isan culture
and tradition as a basis for the collection’s arrangement
and provides services and access to users domestically and
internationally. The Center’s collection includes books,
research studies, journal articles, clippings, pamphlets, local
newspapers, maps, slides, videos, microforms, CD-ROMS,
models, digital images and text on Isan, and other media
such as calendars, stamps, and greeting cards.

The Sirindhorn Isan Information Center website is

http://202.28.32.124/sirindhorn2/th/en.php or

http://www.library.msu.ac.th. Please contact your

librarian for networking and information sharing between
Sirindhorn Isan Information Center, Mahasarakham

University, and Kyoto University’s CSEAS library.

(Visiting Research Fellow)
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