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By Xianfeng Song
The Center for Southeast Asian Studies
(CSEAS) is well known for its top-level
academic atmosphere, famous scholars,
and strong international connections. With

all these advantages, I finished a series of

works and obtained extensive experience
with web GIS and spatial databases. What is more, I developed
international relationships throughout the world, which will
continue to benefit my career after I return to China.

I also have to mention that CSEAS is famous for its
integrated area studies crossing disciplinary boundaries. I was
deeply attracted by the history lectures given by international
scholars. They introduced me to many basic concepts, such as
British and French colonialism in Asia, the geographic concept
of Indochina, the flourishing opium trade, and even pumpkin
migration routes from America and Southeast Asia to Japan.
Moreover, I was able to make linkages and find answers to many
questions I had as a middle school student, for example, about

the international context of the Opium War between China and
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the British and French.

Regarding my personal achievement in daily life, I would
like to say that Kyoto and Japan presented me with great
opportunities to experience mountains, cherry flowers and
temples, traditional festivals, and delicious food. My wife and I
visited nearly all the famous temples in Kyoto, like Kinkaku-ji,
Ginkaku-ji, and Byodoin in Uji, some in Osaka and Nara, and
Disney Land in Tokyo as well. Of all of the traditional festivals,
Gion festival and Mt. Daimonji in Kyoto impressed us most.
We also found Japanese cuisine very unique and impressive.
Sashimi, sushi, and tempura are my wife’s favorite dishes at the
plentiful Japanese Ryori.

Another pleasant thing I am glad to share is that Kyoto
presented me with the two most wonderful gifts in the world—
two baby boys, something that cannot happen in China for the
time being.

Finally, I would like to express my great gratitude to
CSEAS for hosting me for five years. My particular thanks
should be given to my counterparts, Tanaka-sensei, Kono-sensei,
and Shibayama-sensei, for their solid support and constant

(Research Associate, May 2004—March 2005)

assistance.
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COLLOQUIA

© “From Borneo to the Russian Far East: The Place of Timber
in Global Ethnography” by Ishikawa Noboru, November 25,
2004.

In 2000 I began research on riverine communities along
the Kemena River in Northern Sarawak, Malaysia. This area
incorporates not only upriver Dayak communities, but also
downriver timber-related industries where local and Indonesian
labor is marshalled for massive, export-oriented production.
By tracking the metamorphosis of wood from logs to plywood
sheets and sawn timber, I explore the long journey of trees from
the Bornean tropical forest to the living rooms of Japanese
houses. Focusing on commodity chains enables us to look into
both production and consumption sites, as well as the political
economy and cultural construction surrounding trees, wood,
and timber. Such a multi-focal approach will ultimately lead to a
global ethnography of timber that encompasses Southeast Asia,

East Asia, the Russian Far East and beyond.

© “The Expansion of Maize Cultivation and Its Impact on
Village Economy in Northern Laos” by Tomita Shinsuke,
December 24, 2004.

Agriculture in the northern montane areas of Laos is
currently undergoing transition.The livelihood of farmers
is changing from one based on shifting cultivation to one
based on commercial cash cropping. Where such a transition
is commonplace, various infiltration patterns of cash crop
cultivation can be observed. In my presentation, I examined
the socio-economic factors and landuse change behind this cash
crop expansion. Government support and lower production
costs have contributed to the expansion of maize production.
DAFO and agriculture promotion bank have loaned maize
seed to farmers at a low interest rate, and maize crops have
been exempted from customs taxation at the Lao-China border.
Lower production costs mainly arise from richer soil fertility and
gently-sloped land in research site compared to those in China.
Finally, farmers themselves have adopted economic change by
diversifying their cropping systems. These factors make maize

produced in Laos highly competitive in the Chinese market.

© “Local Politics in Decentralized Indonesia: The Governor
General of Banten Province” by Okamoto Masaaki, January 27,
2005.

Democratization and decentralization have changed the

local political landscape in Indonesia, making local politics one
of the most important topics for research today. This colloquium
inquires into the state of post-authoritarian local politics in the
Banten area, focusing on provincial government and related
economic and political resources. The tentative findings are that
one local boss (or culturally recognized thug) and his followers
are so dominant that he can boast of being the “governor
general” of Banten province or, more abstractly, a strong semi-

social force has captured the local state.

© “Open Source Solutions for Geo-Informatics at CSEAS” by
Xianfeng Song, February 24, 2005.

The Free/libre and Open Source GIS Software is growing
in popularity within the geo-informatics community. Free
software such as Isite, Geoserver, Minnesota Mapserver,
PostgreSQL/PostGIS, GRASS GIS, and GDAL/OGR are
gaining strong momentum by offering a technically competitive
and open-source alternative to proprietary software. This
colloquium introduced several interesting Web GIS projects
carried out at CSEAS which use such Open Source Software
quite extensively. Although the projects vary from the Southeast
Asian Topographic Map Atlas and Environmental Cambodia to
Cambodian Gazetteer, the adopted methodology can be applied

elsewhere for similar processes.
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Southeast Asian Studies 42 (3)
The Evolutionary Changes in Rice-crop Farming: Integrated
Pest Management in Indonesia, Cambodia, and Vietnam. Yunita
T. Winarto V¥ Recent Changes in the Composite Swidden
Farming System of a Da Bac Tay Ethnic Minority Community
in Vietnam’s Northern Mountain Region. Nguyen Thanh Lam,
Aran Patanothai, and A Terry Rambo W [ = AAVAE % 7= 2l
22« RO UEER  & 2 O3 | YRR 3
TV [ Ry T ERERIE O AR S - f’“?ﬂ’ﬂ?ﬂﬁ(ﬁ*%
(P9 —BEE) R R MBI IR &t
BRI H——F 1 EEHAGE 2 A =

Impact of Economic Liberalization on Rice Intensification,
Agricultural Diversification, and Rural Livelihoods in the

Mekong Delta,Vietnam. Jean-Francois Le Coq and Guy Trebuil

OHIFIATRERS 15-16 (TR 2T R T)

W5 HECE . 2004 [HEEELEEDINOE—AT -
TAY DG L A AT — 21k
WiEHE—. 2005. [N 7 T7Fva EREREOR)
DREEE B ——Z WA D 7= O e 7t]

{ Kyoto Area Studies on Asia, Vols.9-12. (Kyoto
University Press & Trans Pacific Press 3t [E] i)

B A.Terry Rambo. 2005. Searching for Vietnam: Selected

PRN PN (-2 S ok SN

J5E A EHE (Book Review) Peter
Burns. The Leiden Legacy: Concepts of
Law in Indonesia. 71 W H 2 \/ Bl H

Writings on Vietnamese Culture and

& H‘Ji 11— X Society.

Publication News

B Kakizaki Ichiro. 2005. Laying
the Tracks: The Thai Economy and its

i#15 (Field Reports) [ 7 A4 A ¥

EHMEAES) BHE -V [ o7k at s
HEEB O AIEENE & LA D H Y J7 ) bR SE

O TRE7ITHRI 42545

Southeast Asian Studies 42 (4)

New Japanese Scholarship in Cambodian Studies

Introduction. Hayashi Yukio W Kampor of the Belle Epoque:
From the Outlet of Cambodia to a Colonial Resort. Kitagawa
Takako W Post/colonial Discourses on the Cambodian Court
Dance. Sasagawa Hideo V¥ Marriage, Gender, and Labor:
Female-Headed Houscholds in a Rural Cambodian Village.
Takahashi Miwa V¥ The Relationship of Socio-Economic
Environment and Ethnicity to Student Career Development
in Contemporary Cambodia: A Case Study of High Schools in
Phnom Penh. Sakanashi Yukiko W An Ethnographic Study on
the Reconstruction of Buddhist Practice in Two Cambodian
Temples: With the Special Reference to Buddhist Samay and

Boran. Kobayashi Satoru

Railways 1885-1935.
B Shiraishi Takashi and Patricio N. Abinales, eds. 2005. After
the Crisis: Hegemony, Technocracy and Governance in Southeast
Asia.
B Patricio N. Abinales, Ishikawa Noboru, and Tanabe Akio,
eds. 2005. Dislocating Nation-States: Globalization in Asia and
Africa.

OWFEIREZE 1) — X (Research Report Series)

B No.103. Pornpimol Manochai. 2004. Isan Information in

CSEAS Library, Kyoto University.

B No.104. 2004. Middle Classes in East Asia: Proceedings of the
JSPS and NRCT Core University Program Workshop.

B No.105. 2004. Flows and Movements in East Asia: Proceedings
of the JSPS and NRCT Core University Program Workshop.

B No.106. 2005. [ 1 sk F 92 (2 35 1T % GIS/RS O # hE
M (Potential of GIS/RS in Area Studies: Proceedings of First

International Symposium on Area Informatics 2005) ]

2004 4F FE 1T HL BT 20 5% 1 A8 2 ik, TE SCHUIOT 98 B
& Kyoto Area Studies on Asia 728 4 it FI4T & iz, =D 9
B 9 3L D 2 ik, Afier the Crisis & Dislocating Nation-States
I, ENENISPSHLERFET 0 7T AT —7 g v
“Hegemony, Technocracy and Networks” & COE 7' & ¥/ = 7
I [E B 2 7% “Regions
in Globalization” T ™
T L& TR E
NIZwmETH D, £
DAth, D B2 132538 )
HRD7 4=/ RE&
75 Hul TR

L. ZofskohinbAEsn, Hikoh TtELELER
TEAFFERR 2 IR O BAKIETH B

AZHLSINDHEEIE, FHREAT RS % T,
(FEFE  075-761-6182, e-mail: sales@kyoto-up.gr.jp)

F T A Y % —F IV Kyoto Review of Southeast Asia
Issue 6: Elections and Statesmen 73 2005 & 3 A IZF4T &
NnWE L,

http://kyotoreview.cseas.kyoto-u.ac.jp/
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Report on Seminars )

@ “JSPS Core University Program Seminar"

Emilia Yustiningrum Munahar (Research Center for Politics,
LIPI) “The Emergence of Middle Class as Local Elite in
Yogyakarta: Between Tradition and Modernity,” November 26.
V¥ Chalongphob Sussangkarn (TDRI) “The Emergence of
China and ASEAN Revitalization,” February 21. ¥ Bhanupong
Nidhapiraba (Thammasat University) “Dynamism of the
Thai Agriculture,” February 28. ¥ Suthiphand Chirativat
(Chulalongkorn University) “FTA Development in Asia and
Thailand,” March 22.

@ Special Seminar

Claudio Delang (Visiting Project Researcher, CSEAS) with
comments by Nathan Badenoch “Karen and Hmong Adaptation
to Economic Changes in Northern Thailand,” November 29. W
Thung Ju-Lan (LIPI) “A Cross-Regional Comparison between
Chinese Minority in Indonesia and Chinese Minority in Japan:
Host Countries Policy toward the Chinese, with a Case Study at
Kobe,” February 8. W Pasuk Phongpaichit (Visiting Research
Fellow, CSEAS) “Democracy and Populism in Thailand in
Global Perspective,” February 18. ¥ Claudio Delang (Visiting
Project Researcher, CSEAS) “Forestland Classification for
Swiddening and NTFPs: The Case of the Pwo Karen in Thung
Yai Naresuan Wildlife Sanctuary, Thailand,” April 25.
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V¥ Goh Pek Chen (Visiting Researcher, CSEAS) “Intellectual
Capital in Malaysian Semiconductor Industry,” April 19.
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2004 FEICR AN KBER
HeEHE Rk
> XA BREBRAGARE (1990-2003)
FAITHE (2000 4ELLRE)
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> 74Uy T4 U EUEESRE (2000)

» International Population Census (= 7 & & F})
N7 ZT7 v 2 FlBHAE (1986) AL ~I[EE
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A% A [FEEGHA (1970 + 1990)

B

> TUT
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3 B2 FEmEE (2003)
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=7y - 77 a3k

TYT T 7 U A AEZAES (1964)

aLy gy

> A Kxv7
Sidharta Collection of Indonesian Chinese (peranakan)

Literature (<=1 7 v &k}
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21 2 COE Yoo A
http://areainfo.asafas.kyoto-u.ac.jp/

Mo KFRRESE (CORE)
http://www.cseas.kyoto-u.ac.jp/core/

I REHR T — 2 N— X
http://aris.cseas.kyoto-u.ac.jp

T+ bZA4TZ)—
http://photolib.cseas.kyoto-u.ac.jp

I - BIEEIR
http://coe.asafas.kyoto-u.ac.jp/map/cgi-bin/map.cgi
RABXET — 2=

http://library.cseas.kyoto-u.ac.jp/cseas/

Kyoto Review of Southeast Asia
http://kyotoreview.cseas.kyoto-u.ac.jp/

R V7 DERE BEMRR
http://www.cseas.kyoto-u.ac.jp/seana/

R/ V7 ORRESMUARR
http://www.asafas kyoto-u.ac.jp/kenkyuukatsudou/

syakai-bunka/

RE7 D7 KR LHERAZE R
http://www.cseas.kyoto-u.ac.jp/mtsea/
AT T HsEAZE HP
http://sulawesi.cseas.kyoto-u.ac.jp

@ API Fellowships Seminar, February 25

Rosalie B. Arcala Hall (University of the Philippines) “The
Politics of Becoming a ‘Normal’ State: A Review of the Japanese
Debate over the Self Defense Forces’ Purpose and Meaning” V
Pornthip Apisitwasana (Researcher, Thailand) “Japanese Civil
Society and Social Reform” Y/ Rudyard C. Pesimo (Ateneo de
Naga University) “Asianizing Animation in Asia: The Legacy of
Hayao Miyazaki and Khun Payut Ngaokrachang” V' Kannika
Angsuthanasombat (Chulalongkorn University) “Reintegration
Program for Thai Returnees: Philippines Experience and Case
Study of Thai Migrants in Japan” ¥ Flaudette May V. Datuin
(University of the Philippines) “Twenty Minutes before Closing
Time (Women Artists and Their Publics: Indonesia, Thailand,
Malaysia and Japan)” V' Indri H. Susilowati (University of
Indonesia) “The Amazing of Japanese Railway” ¥V Boonlert
Visetpricha (Researcher, Thailand) “Lesson of the Homeless
Management in Tokyo” ¥V Motohide Taguchi (Music
Composer, Japan) “The Influences of Jose Monserrat Maceda on

Filipino Contemporary Music”
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Southeast Asian Topographic Map Database

The Southeast Asian Topographic Map Database contains
rich map collections that cover nearly all of mainland
Southeast Asia. These maps, often of large scale and
containing detailed geographic features, are very helpful to
researchers in Southeast Asian countries. Among these map
collections are some that are rather rare, for example, the
Myanmar topographic maps that originated with the British
colonial government and were revised by the Japanese
military. The following table shows a brief catalogue of the

Southeast Asian Topographic Maps at CSEAS:

Country Sheets Scale Publication
Date

Laos 109 1:100,000 1970-80

Vietnam 592 1: 50,000 1976-80

Cambodia 289 1: 50,000 1976-80

Myanmar 730 1: 50,000 Circa 1890

Thailand 54 1:250,000 2002

The Dublin Core metadata standard was used
to document these map sheets; it is a standard for
cross-domain information resource description. The
simplicity and flexibility of Dublin Core reduce the
cost of cataloguing these large volume collections. The

Topographic Map Database was conducted using Free/libre

ERDE D THD,

~~~~~~ S 2 ARG &2 LTz, L) D big
ZEOREY TIEELOEBRN TN D, e e
BRVESIRNTHRT, Ho W IHEIC Uiliz) 5l
ETONTYTHoCLE-Tm, TNERIZANSLE
BT L5 EBOVLNTTHDEDE o

ZONEEPD UZEE T HN TN DHIXE+F
IRV B R, ZAEZBEWVNTTWALIZe ETHD
ZEDBHLNENR, 20o0REE KRS L. 7DIF
EWDOFBRE I X REIIHNTHRZ S,

(W7e T Bh )

Q0 O RRG LKk ZE-UMS

ARIS MapServer (HOWTO)

O Query feature
O Query mulfple feaures

110069 Y52549906999699%9 LRV

and Open Source Software. The data management system
is PostgreSQL/PostGIS, the distributed search and retrieval
system is supported by the Isite/Z39.50 and Minnesota
Mapserver, and the map visualization is based on
1:1,000,000 VMap Level 0.

The Topographic Map Database is available at

http://aris.cseas.kyoto-u.ac.jp/mapserver/. Further,

other Z39.50 compliant gateways or clients can access
our database, as we made progressive development on the
functionality of our Isite Z39.50 server to support several
popular profiles, such as GEO, BIB1, GILS, etc. You may
experience how our database allies with the international
7239.50 gateway by accessing National Geospatial Data

Clearinghouse at http://clearinghouse3.fgdc.gov/.

(Reported by Xianfeng Song )
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MALAY MERCHANTS AND TRADERS IN THE
MARITIME TRADING WORLD OF
SOUTHEAST ASIA
By Nordin Hussin

The Malay world, or the Malay-
Indonesian archipelago, covers a
vast land area and is home to many
Malay sub-ethnic groups. The main
regions where Malay settlements

can be found are on the island of

Sumatra, the Malay peninsula,
and parts of Borneo island. Malay kingdoms once ruled
and controlled the sea lane through the Straits of Melaka,
which for centuries was pivotal to the development of the
trading world of Asia and Southeast Asia. As an important
waterway linking East and West Asia, its strategic location
between the two regions and its sheltered position between
the island of Sumatra and the Malay peninsula gave it an
advantage not available to areas fronting the South China
Sea to the east and the Indian Ocean to the west. Through
the centuries, Malay ports rose and declined along the
Straits; some of the most important were Srivijaya, Melaka,
Aceh, Kedah, Perak, Selangor, Riau, Batu Bara, Asahan,
DPedir, Pasai, and Siak.

The role and presence of Malay traders was very
important to the collection and distribution of goods
and commodities arriving at the many port-towns of the
archipelago. It was Malay traders who helped Penang, the
newly established English port-town of the eighteenth
century, survive its initial stages. More than 42 percent of
merchants and traders who arrived at the port of Dutch
Melaka were also Malay. And the major entrepot in
Southeast Asia before its occupation by the rival Dutch was
the main Malay port of Riau. The presence and active role
of Malay merchants and traders could be found in many
ports of the archipelago and their trading skill was felt in
the ports of the Indian sub-continent and on the mainland
of China.

(Visiting Research Fellow)
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READING KYOTO By Pasuk Phongpaichit
I tried Genji Monogatari before but
had got stuck. Reading it in Kyoto,
and in Royall Tyler’s wonderful
new translation, is quite different.
The book portrays another world,
but a world which was right here.
Although it’s about privilege, it has
messages about culture and humanity. A good polygamist!
I understand now why people say it can be read again and
again.

We bought Genji Monogatari because we are translating
a Thai epic and wanted to compare other translations. Then
a Japanese friend recommended Heike Monogatari because
it was passed on by troubadours like the Thai epic. Again
I got lost in it. It’s about the disappearance of the world in
which Genji lived. The scene where thousands of warrior-
monks come down from Enryakuji and burn Kiyomizu-
dera is stunning. It’s also very didactic, about the fleeting
rewards of power.

When I mentioned that thought to another Japanese
friend, he said you must read Hojoki. After the fat tomes of
Genji and Heike, this slim volume was quite a relief. And
how different! The first section dismisses the indulgence
of the Genji era and the power-secking of the Heike era as
pure illusion. The image of the little hut is such an eloquent
rendering of the Buddhist value of renunciation.

After Hojoki, it’s difficult to go back to Genji. But I did
read Murasaki Shikibu’s diary. Her work—the first novel
—is a landmark in the culture not just of Japan but of the
world. And she’s a woman—Iearned, imaginative, and with
a great sense of humor.

Of course I read and wrote lots of economics while I
was here. But I'll remember this stay for these three classics
and what they taught me about Japanese history, culture,
and women. Without the opportunity for an extended stay,
I would never have “read Kyoto.”

(Visiting Research Fellow)



TO BE MORE THAN A FORGOTTEN
LABOR FORCE

By Viriya Limpinuntana

I have recently conducted interviews
and gathered information on agri-
cultural and livelihood systems
of elderly villagers in one sub-
district of Northeast Thailand. This

information is intended as background

for a project comparing the health
conditions of elderly people among Southeast Asian nations
and Japan.

To be elderly, a person has to be over 60 years old.
In labor force calculations, people of this age are often
assumed to be out of the labor force or making only a
fractional contribution. But information gathered in
interviews with some elderly people in Northeast Thailand
challenges this assumption. Not only were most elderly
people found still to be very active in farming, but they
were also still responsible for important household work.

Due to habit and a shortage of farm labor, most
grandfathers still work their own farms. Some claim to
continue farm work even into their 70s. Depending on
their physical strength and the availability of supporting
labor, the farm activities of grandfathers ranged from the
heavy work of ploughing the land, to the moderate work
of planting, weeding, applying fertilizer, and harvesting,
to the light physical (but heavy mental) work of planning,
monitoring, and marketing farm products.

While the grandfather works in the field, the grand-
mother works at home preparing meals, looking after
grandchildren left by the daughter who works for off-farm
wages, feeding animals, or doing handicrafts. At times of
peak labor demand, the grandmother helps with the farm
work after the grandchildren have gone to school.

When asked what they do with farm income left over
from household consumption and paying debt, most
grandparents said they would invest some in the farm and
save some for health expenditures. The remainder would be
used to provide assistance to children and grandchildren in
need.

While discussing their farm activities and family, many
elderly interviewees seemed to be in a good mood. Perhaps
for those who do so willingly, the ability to perform

useful functions and be meaningful to their children and
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grandchildren keeps the grandparents happy. This finding
also implies that many Thai parents keep giving to their

children, even when in old age! (Visiting Research Fellow)

APPLICATIONS OF GEO-INFORMATICS FOR
HISTORICAL AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL STUDIES
IN THAILAND AND CAMBODIA
By Surat Lertlum

Geo-informatics technologies have
been utilized in cultural her-
itage conservation, preservation,
management, and research studies.
For example, remote sensing and GIS
can be used as tools for archacological

analysis. In various cases around the

world, remote sensing and GIS have
helped archacologists pinpoint and identify archaeological
sites.

Here I will introduce three case studies that illustrate
the use of geo-informatics in archaeology. The first is the
use of remote sensing and GIS at the Sukhothai world
heritage site in the lower part of northern Thailand. This
case demonstrates how integrated technologies can be used
as tools for world heritage management and for the study
of lives during the Sukhothai period. The main findings
include: land use change analysis; population distribution
analysis; evidence of an ancient Sukhothai hydrological
system; and the comparative study of ancient Sukhothai
city planning.

In the second case study, information extracted from
ancient maps of the Ayutthaya period was compared
with current information extracted from satellite data,
topographic maps, and other related information. The
results of this study can be used by archaeologists to
identify locations mentioned in the royal chronicles or in
other documents that describe lives and locations of that
period.

The third case study applied remote sensing and GIS
to the identification of the Royal Road from Angkor to
Phimai. This study revealed new findings, including an
ancient irrigation system in the Phimai area; differing
characteristics of the Royal Road in Cambodia and
Thailand; confirmation of archaeologists’ assumptions about
the Royal Road from Angkor to Phimai, and recognition

that perceptions about the Royal Road in Thailand have to



be modified.

By utilizing geo-informatics technologies for archae-
ological studies, we will obtain a better understanding of
the relationship between cultures, peoples, and civilizations.
This understanding will be of great importance to the

region and its people. (Visiting Research Fellow)

LIBRARIES IN KANSAI AND TOKYO
By Nelwaty Sikumbang

Before arriving in Kyoto, I expected
that my experience as a visiting
fellow at Kyoto University would be
limited to observing the development
and acquisition of library materials
in the Center for Southeast Asian
Studies (CSEAS). However, I was

able to observe many things about

libraries, especially the full automation and maintenance of
information retrieval systems. I was very impressed by the
sophisticated infrastructure of almost all the libraries I saw
in the Kansai region and in Tokyo.

In the CSEAS Library, I have been cataloguing,
classifying, and assigning subject headings to Indonesian
and Malaysian books, especially those in Indonesian,
Malay, and other vernacular languages, as well in Dutch
and English, and entering them into the OPAC database.
I also visited the National Diet Library and the libraries
of Tokyo University of Foreign Studies, Osaka University
of Foreign Studies, and Kyoto University’s main campus.
I was surprised when I saw the NDLs facilities, especially
the automated system of service and circulation and the
preservation of the collection through temperature control.
The National Library of Indonesia and the National Diet
Library of Japan rely on the same methods of collection
development and acquisition: purchase, donation and
exchange programs, self-publication, special collections
bequeathed by individuals or institutions, and in
accordance with government laws and regulations.

I am grateful to those who accepted me as a visiting
research fellow at the CSEAS at Kyoto University. I would
like especially to thank the Director of CSEAS, Prof. Koji
Tanaka; my counterpart, Prof. Tadataka Igarashi; the chief
of the CSEAS Library, Yumi Kitamura; and the Library
staff—they have all made my stay in Kyoto enjoyable by
introducing me to various aspects of Japanese culture. I
would also like to thank everyone in the administrative
office for their help and hospitality. Last but not least, my
sincere gratitude goes to the head of the National Library

of Indonesia, my home institution, and to all its senior
officials. I would be very happy if there were another
opportunity to visit Japan in the future.

(Visiting Research Fellow)

UNPLANNED ENCOUNTERS IN KYOTO
By Leif Jonsson

As any other academic, I tend to
spend most of my time tending
to classes, lectures, articles, books,
and the like, and to ignore various
parts of the brain or the mind. I
hadn’t given the soul a thought
for a long time. Most of us are

trained as academics to look the

other way when the soul pops up,
though it is in some ways no more mysterious than political
structures, watersheds, or soil types.

The soul is like a dog. It is yours somehow and you
want it to behave in a reasonable way. A dog should not be
given constant attention or it will be very nervous. It also
needs to sleep plenty and be in its own world quite a bit.
It needs to be with other dogs for a break. You don’t want
your dog to know discipline and nothing else, or to be just
something to show off, unless you are a particular kind of
person. You don’t want your dog to know too many things
about politics. You need to feed your dog and the two of
you need each other’s company. A dog needs to play outside
and to go on walks that have no purpose other than to take
a walk, even when it really is not a nice day. And if it’s your
dog then maybe it’s okay that it sometimes wants to jump
up and lick your nose just a tiny bit. Some dogs are like
that, some of the time.

Many people will tell you that souls are nothing like
this at all. Of course I wouldnt know, but I think that the
people who say this don’t like dogs or people very much,
and that they much prefer never to take a walk.

(Visiting Research Fellow)
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