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State and Society in the Philippines
by Drs. Abinales and Amoroso

has been selected as a Choice
Outstanding Academic Title for 2006
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State and Society in the Philippines
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by Drs. Abinales and Amoroso has been selected
as a Choice Outstanding Academic Title for 2006

Every January, Choice, a publication
of the Association of College and Re-
search Libraries (ACRL), a division
of the American Library Association,
publishes a list of about 70 works
which it considers to be “the best in
scholarly titles” among the 7,000 or
so that it reviews every year. The list
is called the “Outstanding Academic
Titles,” which includes both print
and electronic publications.

In January 2007, Choice included
the book State and Society in the
Philippines (Rowman and Little-

field, 2005), which is co-authored by
CSEAS Associate Professor Patricio
N. Abinales and Dr. Donna J. Amo-
roso, associate professor at the Na-
tional Graduate Institute for Policy
Studies (GRIPS) in Tokyo as part
of the list. A reviewer described the
book as “The most comprehensive
political history of the Philippines to
appear in print,” and described it as a

“Highly recommended piece.”

P Dr. Abinales in front of the portrait of
Manuel L. Quezon, President of the Philip-

pine Commonwealth, Malacanang Palace.
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1. “Venturing into ‘Barbarous’ Regions:
Trans-border Trade among Migrant
Yunnanese between Thailand and Bur-
ma, 1960s-1980s,” Chang Wen-Chin
(Center for Asia-Pacific Area Studies,

Academia Sinica)

2. “Southeast Asian Studies in Yunnan:
A Brief Introduction,” Kong Jianxun
(Yunnan Institute of Southeast Asian

Studies)
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3. “Change and Development of South-
east Asian Studies in Taiwan,” Soong
Jenn-Jaw (Graduate Institute of Politi-
cal Economy, National Cheng Kung
University)

4. “Southeast Asian Studies in China:
Progresses and Challenges,” Liao Shao-
lian (Center for Southeast Asian Stud-
tes, Xiamen University)
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+ Guangxi Mincrity College: 6 S E Asian Languages
+ Vietnamese is taught

in 12 universities/colleges in Guangx:

# other universities in other provinces
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How Local Tradition

Embraces Globalization

Dorotea Agnes Rampisela

My time at CSEAS is truly a prolific time
in my research career. It is simply a perfect
place to become more productive under
the supportive academic atmosphere. This
is my second long stay at Kyoto, and com-
ing back here has been like coming home.
All of my old Kyoto friends are still the
same nice people they were before. In most
ways, therefore, it feels like time has fro-
zen, nothing has changed.

However, one thing made me realize that
1S years had indeed passed: sumo. A few
weeks ago, I had my first chance to watch
live sumo wrestling. I went to Osaka with
my son and daughter to watch Haru Basho.
My favourite yokozuna Chiyonofuji was
there, but he does not fight on the dohyo
any more. He was sitting at the side as the

head judge (shinpan).

It surprised me how internationalized this
traditional game of Japan has become. Even
though I knew that yokozuna Asa Shouryu
is from Mongolia, the great number of
non-Japanese nationality wrestlers (riki-
shi) was unexpected. Beside Mongolia,
rikishi come from Russia, Korea, Bulgaria,
Hawaii, etc. Moreover, half of the top 12

rikishi are non-Japanese.

I also learned that sumo could be a good
way to really understand the participa-
tory approach in rural development. For
instance, sumo fans (tanimachi) actively
express their enthusiasm for the game by
providing ornamental apron kesho ma-
washi for their favorite rikishi. Private
companies may participate by providing
donations for voucher shouken. Further-
more, the five judges (shinpan) and four
rikishi who are waiting their turn may in-
terrupt the decisions (mono i) made by

the referee (gunbar).

The richness of Japanese culture also ap-
pears in the naming of rikishi and gunbar.
Their professionalism is accounted for
and articulated in the glamor and details

of their costumes. I believe that my stay
in Kyoto and the collaborative work at
CSEAS, Kyoto University, is my chikara
mizu (strength water) for my further re-
search work when I am back at Hasanud-
din University in Indonesia.

(Visiting Research Fellow)

Japan: From Original
Culture to Modern City

Khampitak Kovit

I have had the best opportunity of my life
being a visiting researcher at the Center for
Southeast Asian Studies, Kyoto Univer-
sity. I have taken this opportunity to study
about Japanese life, as well as to write and
travel with my family. Japan, in my view,
is the most developed country in Asia and
can be further developed in the future. Yet
Japan still has the beauty of its original cul-

ture which goes well with modernization.

My memory of the Japanese people from
when I was young was the dedication of
television superheroes who risked their
lives to save the world from evil monsters.
The Japanese believe that the gods of
Shinto abide in nature, including big trees,
rocks, and the sea, so people here love and
care for nature. An example is the way they
arrange and decorate their environment,
gardens, and houses. I believe this also ac-
counts for Japan’s interest in producing
nature-friendly products. And the Japanese
people have clean and neat habits which
make this country tidy and beautiful.

While in Kyoto, I have seen many tradi-
tional events, such as going to the shrine at
New Year to make wishes. A lot of people
get involved in traditional events that are
held almost every month, things that make
the Japanese spirit and culture strong.

At work, every Japanese organization has
a good system of work assignment, while
individual Japanese have a high sense of re-
sponsibility. When someone has been as-
signed a task, that person always bows and
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says “Hail” which I would translate as “I
am willing to do my best at the job.” Japa-
nese people are also good at teamwork, in
which they encourage and look after each
other. Teamwork is one of the most im-
portant factors in Japan’s rapid advance.

My final impression is that Japanese peo-
ple are very friendly to foreigners. Every-
one I met has been kind and very helpful.
I would especially like to thank my coun-
terpart, Prof. Dr. Kozo Matsubayashi;
CSEAS director Prof. Dr. Kosuke Mizu-
no; and everyone who gave me this great
chance for their kindness to me and my
family while we lived in Kyoto.

(Visiting Research Fellow)

2

Wayward Media,
Kyoto Style

Rufa Cagoco-Guiam

Part of the adjustment that foreigners make
in a country is getting used to rather strange
sounds and sights. In my first few weeks in
Kyoto, I had to come to terms with these
strange sounds and even stranger ways of
using a language I consider to be vital in
international relations: English.

Puritan English grammarians will scream
with horror at the way English is being
used, or mangled, on many of Kyoto’s
signs and on bulletin board notices (the
ones at Shugakuin International House re-
ally top the list). But I just find it endlessly
amusing how Japanese Anglophiles insist
on their own way of using English — to me
this is an expression of self-determination,
the linguistic way. For how else would you
interpret Japanese proclivity for combining
words that do not “belong” to each other?
Who cares? As long as they understand
each other, it doesn’t really matter at all.

Here are some examples:
(Instructions for using the cooking device):

Do not use unavailable pots; only available
pots are to be used for this heating equip-



ment. (Quite logical, don’t you think?)

(A sign for a beauty salon): HAIR. CON-
FIRMATION (Take note of the dot af-
ter HAIR. And I wonder what they con-
firm there — that you still have hair to be
cut???)

(Another beauty salon): HAIR. FLOW
(Reminds me of Rapunzel’s hair).

CLIMB and GROW (I tried to peek in-
side to find out what it was. The menu
board read “cut and perm, 3,000 yen;
color, 4,500 yen,” etc. It turned out to be
another beauty salon, tsk, tsk...)

HAIR CLIP, and above it: FREAKS
(Turns out to be another beauty salon
— but I am too scared to go inside lest it
run true to its name and I will look more
hideous than before I entered!)

(Instructions for finding a restaurant on

the second floor): Please go UP STEAR!

The most amusing was this response to
an email: Rufa-san, thank you for your
male!ll!

I am really having a nice time gathering
all these amusing signs and notices. If you
encounter others, please forward to me at
guiam(@cseas.kyoto-u.ac.jp. And when I
respond, please do not thank me for my
“male.”

(Visiting Research Fellow)

X
Balanced

Dias Pradadimara

Perhaps the most repeated, and therefore
clichéd, piece of advice is for one to live a
balanced life. That is certainly something
that I, as a recent inhabitant of Kyoto,
would advise even more recent newcomers.
And I mean this in a very practical way.
As soon as I got my hands on my newly
acquired used bicycle, I picked up my bik-
ing skills. Riding the bike itself was not
a big problem. The challenge came when

I realized that there are no bike lanes on

Kyoto streets. Instead, most people biked
on the sidewalks. And that is where the fun
starts.

To keep one’s balance while biking in a
straight lane is one thing, but to keep one’s
balance while maneuvering amidst pedes-
trians is quite another. For me, this con-
stitutes a real challenge; I somehow have
to anticipate the movement of a walker
(or walkers) and decide which direction(s)
to steer my bike to avoid running some-
body over. I admire (most) Kyoto bikers
who can maintain their balance without
crashing into someone or something. And
they even do this at times while holding
umbrellas under the rain AND checking or
typing SMs into cellphones!

Furthermore, every morning I have to take
my 3-year old daughter from Shugakuin
to her nursery school at the intersection
of Shirakawa-dori and Marutamachi-dori.
Now, my daughter is certainly not the type
of child who would sit still and stay still.
I think she does not realize that her father
actually does not have eyes at the back of
his head to see what she sees and to know
what she is asking and talking about at eve-
ry moment. She therefore just keeps doing
what she is doing. And for me this means
that the bike constantly wiggles and stag-
gers from side to side while I desperately
try to pedal it over hills and around cor-
ners. To make it even more fun, I have to
make sure we do not hit an unsuspecting
grandma trying to catch her bus or a stu-
dent in a hurry or a group of tourists cross-
ing the street on their way to Ginkakuji.
Yet, thus far I manage. So I must have lis-
tened to the advice have given me: to keep
my balance.

(Visiting Research Fellow)

Shrines and Temples
in Kyoto

Kwanchewan Buadaeng

As a Visiting Research Fellow at the Cen-
ter for Southeast Asian Studies, Kyoto
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University, I lived in Kyoto from October
1, 2006 to March 31, 2007. Besides doing
my project on the Karen and their religious
movements on the Thailand-Myanmar
frontier, I visited many shrines and tem-
ples, mostly in Kyoto, during the holidays.
Observing festivals and rituals conducted
by these shrines and temples gave me not
only joy but interesting notions about Jap-
anese religious practices.

There are many Shinto shrines in Kyoto,
which remind me of the many shrines
built for lords and guardian spirits in Chi-
ang Mai, where I come from. But whereas
worshipping spirits in Thailand is offi-
cially viewed as an irrational non-Buddhist
practice, in Japan, shrines have a formally
recognized status and have been widely
acknowledged to play important roles in
people’s lives. Many shrines and temples in
Japan have a history longer than one thou-
sand years and have become UNESCO
World Heritage sites. They are popular
among domestic Japanese tourists, who
visit in higher numbers than foreign tour-
ists. I remember going to Kiyomizu temple
during the red-leaves fall season, to find
the narrow walking path and temple com-
pound crowded with Japanese people from
Kyoto and elsewhere.

Beautiful landscape and seasonal changes
may be the first reason people like to visit
shrines and temples, not only once but
many times in their lives. Walking in the
sacred and beautiful compound gives peo-
ple aesthetics and relaxation. A more im-
portant reason is the role played by shrines
and temples in everyday life. I have seen
a traditional wedding ceremony organized
in a famous shrine and, from viewing the
graceful ritual procedures, realize that the
ceremony must be meaningful for the bride
and groom and their relatives. Each shrine
and temple functions in different aspects
of life, such as education, marriage, health,
etc. One of the most impressive shrines I
have visited in Kyoto is the one built in
memory of the Japanese airplane inventor.
This shrine is famous among pilots and
those who travel by airplanes, who come to
be blessed for safe travel.

It is interesting to see that religious institu-
tions such as shrines and temples still play
an important role in a modernized society
like Japan. Although my understanding of
how and why is still limited, my experi-
ence of visiting shrines and temples is most
memorable. I must thank the CSEAS for
giving me the great opportunity to concen-
trate on my own work and to gain such
experiences here in Kyoto.

(Visiting Research Fellow)



“The Resurgence

of Intra-Asian Trade:
Towards a New Perspective
of Nineteenth-Century
Global History”

by Sugihara Kaoru,
October 26, 2006

The conventional understanding of the
growth of the international economy has
been “diffusionist,” in that it emanated
from Britain and spread to the rest of the
world. Modern Asian history has been
written with this assumption in mind. This
paper argues that the size of intra-Asian
trade during the “long nineteenth century”
was too large to be interpreted under such
a framework, and that its growth was driv-
en by local and regional initiatives, rather
than by Western entrepreneurs. While the
regime of forced free trade was imposed
largely by Britain, the resurgence of Asian
regional commerce, with its own logic of
expansion, was fundamental to the growth

of world trade.

“Plant Diversity in
Paddy Field Landscapes
in Central Laos”

by Kosaka Yasuyuki,
November 24, 2006

Biodiversity, particularly in human-man-
aged ecosystems, has recently attracted
considerable attention. The purpose of this
study is to draw out the dynamic aspects of
the relationship between local people and
plant resources, and to determine how peo-
ple’s practices influence ecological process-
es in paddy field landscapes in Laos. Field
surveys showed that various trees were left
in paddy fields and supplied essential re-

sources in forest-deprived villages. Mul-

tiple herbaceous plants, including useful
species and rare species, also grew in paddy
fields despite “disturbances” caused by hu-
man agricultural practices. The result has
implications for effective land-use plan-

ning in paddy field landscapes.

“The Museum as
Representation of
‘Ethnicity’: Visualization
of Chinese Indonesians in
the Post Suharto Era”

by Kitamura Yumi,
December 21, 2006

“Ethnicities” are visualized on various oc-
casions and in different formats in Indo-
nesia, such as in decorations in shopping
malls, costumes during election campaigns,
and so forth. Further, they are visualized
with the intention to convey specific mes-
sages depending on the context. Among
the few hundred ethnicities in Indonesia,
however, is one that was not allowed to
represent itself for over thirty years, name-
ly the “Chinese.” This presentation intro-
duced an ongoing plan to build a Chinese
Indonesian Museum in the Taman Mini
Beautiful Indonesia. Though the museum
case is paradoxical because of its location
and contents, the presentation explained
why and how the “Ethnic Chinese” is be-
ing created in post Suharto Indonesia.

“Spatial Revelations”

by Caverlee Cary,
January 25, 2007

An upcoming workshop at the National
Museum of Bangkok will explore ways in

which Buddhist teachings about space have
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been visually realized. Entitled “The Map
and the World,” the program will bring
together an international cohort of par-
ticipants. Part of the project involves the
compilation, annotation, and distribution
of related images.

This talk offered a selection of Bud-
dhist cosmic imagery, and images of how
humanity is mapped within the greater
whole. Examples suggest not only issues
relating to the representation of Buddhist
texts, but in some cases negotiate estab-
lished norms of Buddhist imagery with

external cartographic traditions.

“3-D Modeling of
Geologic Structures and
Its Application to

Area Studies”

by Yonezawa Go,
February 22, 2007

Geologic information plays an important
role in the fields of civil engineering, con-
struction, and environmental preservation.
Various studies have been undertaken to
construct a 3-D model of geologic structure
for practical use. 3-D modeling of geologic
structure is composed of two elements: the
logical model of geologic structure and the
gridded surfaces (DEM, or Digital Eleva-
tion Model). If the two elements are given,
the geologic function that assigns the geo-
logic unit to every point in space T can
be defined uniquely. Based on this geologic
function, the distribution of geologic units
can be visualized on an objective surface
including the topographic surface and the
vertical section by classifying them with
different colors. In this presentation, I
explained the concept for construction of
this 3-D modeling of geologic structure

and its application to area studies.




“Occupational Change
and Upward Mobility of
Urban Low-Income
Residents in Bangkok”
by Endo Tamaki,

March 22, 2007

Contrary to the arguments of earlier works
in development studies, the informal econ-
omy has expanded as globalization marches
on. This presentation analyzed the occupa-
tional changes and upward mobility of ur-
ban low-income residents in Bangkok us-
ing macro and micro data, including field
survey in the communities. From the macro
perspective, it examined the interaction be-
tween occupational changes or experiences

of residents and macro economic/labour

restructuring that has been going on since
the mid-1980s. From a micro perspective,
it investigated the occupational experiences
of individuals by analyzing life courses and
risk management processes (e.g., ﬁring,
laying-off of workers, etc). It showed that
the actual patterns of occupational mobil-
ity differ from the assumptions of tradi-
tional theories of development studies and
policy makers, albeit defined by the Thai

context.
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@ Special Seminar

Dias Pradadimara (Visiting Research Fel-
low, CSEAS) “Agrarian Relations in Up-
land Sulawesi: The Case of Tana Toraja,”
January 22. WKwanchewan Buadaeng
(Visiting Research Fellow, CSEAS) “Let-
ters of Contestation: Leke Religious Cult

among the Karens in Myanmar and Thai-

land,” March 23.
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% 2M:11 H 10 H Punya Prasad Regmi
(Visiting Professor, Hiroshima University)
“Mountain Resources and Sustainable
Livelihoods in Hindu Kush-Himalayan
Region”

OHAKRETREETFHIESF—
(GLFWITE 8 TAHLT 2 T, T:48)
January 12 Yaowalak Apichatvullop (Khon
Kaen University) and Patcharin Lapanun
(Khon Kaen University) “Cross-Cultural
Marriages in Isaan Society: State of the
Knowledge”

(GLEWGE 9 T 7 2 7 BRI )
fit, TEIR - i - LEk) i)
““The Asian International Economic Or-
der’ Labour-intensive Industrialisation in
Southeast Asia,” March 15

Porphant Ouyyanont (Sukhothai Tham-
mathirat Open University) “Cheap Labour
and the Industrialisation of Bangkok after
1945” Discussant: Sugihara Kaoru
(CSEAS) YMya Than (Chulalongkorn
University) “Myanmar’s Transitional

Economy and the Regional Divide” Dis-

cussant: Okamoto Tkuko (Institute of De-

veloping Economies)
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11 H15H “NGOs and Local Govern-
ments in Indonesia: Friends, Foes, or (just)
Neighbours?”

Roem Topatimasang (INSIST NGO) “In-
donesian Various NGOs: How Effective?”
YV Arusdin Bone (LPZG NGO) “Chal-
lenges for NGOs in a New Province: Ex-
perience from the Field” W11 H 28 H
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@ API Seminar

March 9 Sing Suwannakij (Chuialongko-
rn University) “Paradoxes in Modern Japa-
nese Spiritual Life” VSupa Yaimuang
(Sustainable Agriculture Foundation,
Thailand) “The Changing of Agrarian
Livelihood and Sustainable Agriculture

under Globalization”
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Vemuri Muthayya Chowdary (CSEAS)
“Spatial and Temporal Land Use/Cover
Changes in Northern Mountainous Re-
gion of Laos” V12 (CSEAS) T4
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@ Kyoto Philippine Forum

“The May Elections and Peace Prospects
in Moro Mindanao,” March 21.

Morning Session: “The May Elections in
the Philippines: Prospects and Frustra-
tions” Moderator: Patricio N. Abinales
(CSEAS) VRicardo Reyes (AKBAYAN)
“The Left and the Legislative Process”
VNathan Quimpo (Tsukuba University)
“Political Parties and Corruption”
Afternoon Session: “Mindanao Amidst
War and Peace” Moderator: Ishii Masako
(CIAS) VJorge Tigno (University of the
Philippines) “Migrants and the Mindanao
War” V Rufa Guiam (Mindanao State
University) “Gender Relationships during
and after the War Years”
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