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Potential of a Website for Disaster Relief and Restoration in Southeast Asia:
Experience of Cyclone Nargis, Myanmar

Takahisa Furuichi*

Abstract: Tectonic activities, tropical climate, and vulnerability of the societies have
frequently caused major disasters in Southeast Asia. In order to better promote activities in
disaster relief and restoration in Southeast Asia, research communities should promptly
gather and assemble disaster-related as well as area-related information, and provide it
through websites on the internet. This approach of the research communities would be
efficient and rational if considering the limited time particularly in the relief stage and the
relative strength of the research communities. An important point in gathering, assembling,
and providing information is to keep close communication/collaboration with both
implementing organizations and supporting people for avoiding isolation in the relief and
restoration activities. Based on this approach, a webpage was launched in the official website
of the Center for Southeast Asia Studies, Kyoto University on 9" of May 2008, to respond to
the disaster caused by Cyclone Nargis which was landed on the Ayeyarwady Delta area of
Myanmar on 2™ through 3™ of May 2008. Contents of the webpage presumably covered at
the time most of the primary information of Cyclone Nargis and its disaster, including
information both of the scientific analysis of Cyclone Nargis and of the physical
environment of the Ayeyarwady Delta; however, an issue remained in describing
socio-economic, political background of the area which should be particularly useful for
activities by organizations with the lack of familiarity with the area. Providing the area
description well-organized and useful for activities in disaster relief and restoration is a
rational, significant task for the research communities, by recognizing that they have long
accumulated information and knowledge of the area. Another issue uncovered was that
networking between research communities and implementing agencies is necessary.
Through the network, not only local latest information is timely conveyed from the
implementing agencies to the research communities, but also information useful for
activities in disaster relief and restoration is effectively provided from the research
communities to the implementing agencies. Launching and managing a website of a disaster
may require a substantial workload, but the research communities would be able to
contribute to the society through providing information useful for activities in disaster relief
and restoration. Importantly, opportunities of providing such information could bring
valuable feedbacks for research.
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B 5 HRKF IR BRI LTRSS, FEAEMET 4% T THHDITH L, JEEK
TIE 80%LA b, HERBERTIL 0% &A% (FAIRF 2007), £ O—F805 ByillWEHE R A B H I AL
L, (SEEmSEEEREE TICH DM 7 U7 Hllic s )T b AR EITHEE LT\ 5,
191426 HD7 4 U Y« EF Y RIMEA TR, KEHFCIR 22 KPR (59 5.5 km’;
Scott etal. 1996) ELJRD T /~—/L & HNIME K & [FRFINRE L 75 Rz K 230Kz k- T
100 75 N & % 0 1223 7= (Bautista 1996) ,2004 47 12 H D A~ k7 iz - Hap S5 T,
A ¥ RERFED 14 7 ETHEFHY 228,000 A (f > K279 168,000 A, A U Z > ## 35,000
A A2 FKI 16,000 A, A #18,000 \) DIEEHT= (Telford et al. 2006), 2008 4F 5 A (Z
¥V —YUT 4 — (A TUY) WMTAEZHEEEST- A 7 a s - FLFRITK
D5l &E R Z SN T HEFTIL FER 130,000 ALL B BT 150 TN & B 5D (Webster 2008)
ZOEIITKRERAR - BT EZ 72 T HRKEFIST 20 ML, AFERERICS W
THURITEH L BTN TN D, BEDOKEINH D WITKEIRRK & 705 HRBEL - B
SRFFPE DRI FES W EF PR E TR, T 7bb TBIKGEHE] OF7tiE, MERKEH
ROk ILSE (EWEATIE, ERHER BRI, KILIFI) | ECSKEE (e, e
WELRFZE) . KGR E (RRBIIRFZE, KEET Y v 7 HgE) Stk 585 OKER-IE Y HEIFZE,
K SCAFSE) 72 E & RGUCERRNATON TE T, 29 LI AL, Bl 23R A%
DRFETH 2 A AT TKEHTZ R CHIES IR~ ~ 7773 1960 44X, 1970 FRD[E +
BAFHNC IV TR E REEI A A7 L7z L 912, 20 Al i 2P K E HRHR o K4 3 % T
72 (AARHEESES 2004), — 7, SEERNGICIXBE G & 135D BB A FE S 7EE L TV
%o 1959 45 9 AR R COZEGN B SR XK D12, TBOIEY A Kb AT 4 T %
U Tt & h o KEERIFROWE L RIE. 2 OBERE T RIORZ TR WA =T
WA MOEIZ L > TEAEND (B 2008), HENDHOREKE#Z D, KELBRIEHR
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Figure 1. The top-page layout of the Myanmar Cyclone Nargis website of the Center for Southeast
Asian Studies, Kyoto University
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Figure 2. A conceptual framework of the roles of and relationship between agencies and research
institutions in the disaster relief. Agencies include governments and government-related,
international, local aid organizations. Note that agencies would carry out the information related
activities when necessary.
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3 AT mr e FUX RO FE R, L : NASA Earth Observatory 7 = 7
-1 & (http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/NaturalHazards/view.php?id=19865&o0ldid=14819 ; %
BT H 2008 4E 5 A 8 H)

Figure 3. The track and development of Cyclone Nargis. Source: The NASA Earth Observatory
website (http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/NaturalHazards/view.php?id=19865&0ldid=14819;
Access on 8 May 2008)
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Table 1. Statistics of the access to the Myanmar Cyclone Nargis website of the Center for
Southeast Asian Studies, Kyoto University (May 2008 — March 2009)
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Figure 4. Statistics of the access to the Myanmar Cyclone Nargis website of the Center for
Southeast Asian Studies, Kyoto University (May 2008 — March 2009)
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Table 2. Contents of the Myanmar Cyclone Nargis website of the Center for Southeast Asian
Studies, Kyoto University
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